Woodward In His Celt

T WOULD scem to be a significant and
striking fact that three murders of &
shocking and brutal character, each
taking place within a successively
short space of time, should have been

. committed by three young men all of
whom were slaves to the cigarette.

PAUL WOODWARD LURED THE
TWO LITTLE CAMDEN BOYS INTO
THE COUNTRY LAST SUMMER
AND ADMINISTERED POISONED
PIE TO THEM.

> WILLIAM HOOPER YOUNG MUR-

DERED MRS. PULITZER IN NEW
YORK LAST SEPTEMBER,

GEORGE NELK ACCUSED BY HIS

BISTER OF HAVING KILLED HIS
MOTHER ON THE 12TH OF LAST
FEBRUARY, BY CLEAVING HER
HEAD OPEN WITH A HATCHET,
IN THEIR HOME IN GERMAN.
TAQWN, AND AT THE SAME TIME
GUILTY OF A MURDEROUS AS-
SAULT UPON HERSELF WITH
THE SAME WEAPON.

“These three men all represent a single type of
degeneracy and each was a cigarette fiend.
Young has just started to serve a life sentenée
in the New York State Penitentfary. Cigar-
ottes sent him there. Woodward paid the pen-
alty of his crime upon the gallows a short time
ago. The halter that hanged him was the flend-
ish, Jeering vapor of the noxious weed which
hnd long befere strangled out his intellect and
now came in the gulse of the hangman’s noose
to strangle out his wretched physical life. Nelk
awaits a like fate, but whatever his pun!shment
s to be, there will hang over b, too, at the
end the same mocking impersonation of the de-
mon vapor which robbed him and the others o2
the God-given power of thought.

Trio of Olgarctto,Crimos

That these three young men should bave com-

fiends Swell the Epidemic-of
Murders Committed itbin, the
' Last few Months

GEORGE

witted parallel crimes within such a short com-
pass of time {3 merely & colncidence. All dlssi-
pated, all shiftless, all rendered mentally and
morally corrupt by thy of

they had matured, clung to them in early man-
hood, and the debasing effects of the micotine
which kept thefr nervous systems continually
saturated at last accomplished the full over-
throw of thelr intellects.

Hooper Young, according to the medical ex-
perts who testlfied at bis trial, will eventually
become iInsane, and through no other I?nnse
th:

an egul-
iy, be was of sound mind, and there could be
no excuse for the ghastly butchery he had per-
petrated; yet the medical dingnosis showed in-
contestably that the entire foundation of his
braln had been undermined by nicotine. When
l{i:“commlttcd the crime, however, he was in

e
impure and polsoned tobacco, it wes chance
that, In reality, brought them almost simulta.
neoutly into the notorioty of crime. But be-
cause of this It cannot be sald that they alone
;re gullty of the cigarette hablt {n its wrorst
‘orm.

Young, Woodward and Nelk simply stand as
the symbols of human wreck for which the
Qeadly cigarette is too often responsible, It is
true that every clgarette flend does not com-
nmit murder, but many hundreds of them—idle,
ne’er-do-well young fellows like this

of rational powers and he 18 now
paying tho penalty of sccond degree murder
with life imprisonment. Dut laying aside all
question of his immedinte responsibility, the

th remains that had Young not been & cigar-
ette flend the chances are he would never have
dipped his bands in blood.

The facts that apply to Young are applic-
able to Woodward and Nelk. As detalled fn the
pages of The Sunday Inquirer some months ago,
‘Woodward was e degenerate of the lowest type.,

Slx, elght and ten packs of cigarettes 8 day

1

trio—are daily crowding the reformatoties, jails
and houses of correction throughout the whole
United States. Other hundreds, who bave not
as yet reached the reformatory stago of thelr
careers, are to be seen nightly prowling aimless.
Iy about the tenderlotns of great cities or loafing
on strect corners, inhaling the polsonous fumes
of cheap cigarettes.

Nicotine Debascs

Nelk, Woodward and*Young were cigaretts
flends from early youth. Their ages averaged
only a lttle over twenty-threa years. Tha prac-
tico of smoking cigarcttes, formed long before

his appetite for the
weed, and he smoked almost to the gallow’s
edge.

Nelk, the matricide, is a cigarette fiend of the
same insatiable stsmp as the two before him.
A package of cigarettes was in his coat pocket
when he was caught; a lighted cigarette wns
the partial means of his fdentification and eap-
ture In Rending. On the tratn for Philadelphia
his Incessant cry to the officers in charge of
him was for cigarettes, while during the pre-
limipary hearing at the Central Station and
throughout the first days of his imprisonment
be made the life of his keepers miserable by
wizlmng. imploring, howling and. uttering im-

Drecations in the name of his cherished dope.

Poisoned Tobacoo

From numerous sources of nuthority, repre-
senting the most sclentlfic and rellabie views,
The Inquirer has gathered together all the in-
formation avallable on the subject of cigurettes
and just why and how they are Injurious to the
human system. .

In the first place, cizarettes are not made of
pute tobacco. There may bo exceptions to this
rule, but these are only in the expensive brands,

smoked almost exclusively by men who can uf-
ford to spend the money. Among this class of
men the true cigarette flend iz seldom seen,
for the fumes of the fine Otiental clgareite are
mast in quantt

to health when smoked at the rate of a clgar-
ette or two n day, The so-called Turkisk cigar-
ette does not contaln any opfum whatever, but
1t does contain cheap substitates in the form of
deleterious oplates. They ate, therefore, harm-
11 for thls reason, If for no other.

But the greatest evil done by the clgarette is
in the inhaling of its fumes. Nlnety-nine out
of a hundred cigarette smokers inhale. The
deep drawing In of the smoke affords satisfac-
tlon of a sedative nature. Then again, & cfgar-
elte smokes rapidly. A cligar when left lighted
will go out, but the volatile cigarette burns on
to the end of its own accord. Before the smoker
is aware of what he is doing he has smoked &
full box and the craving thus created ia not sat-
Jsfled unt!l another box and stlll another have
been mos! he lghts
a fresh weed from the butt of the old untll it
becomes a habit with him to have » clgaretts
between his lips at all times.

Afore Dangerous Than Arsonio

As Just stated, all the cheap grades of cigar-
ettes are made from poor tobacco. All tobacco
contains nicotine, in B proportion varying from
2 to 8 per cent. The best and strongest Havana
tobacco Is sald to hold as low as 115 per eent.;
the meanest tobacco fncorporated into elgar-
ettes has been found on analysis to be impreg-
nated with D per cent.

Nicotine is one of the most powerful poltons
known-far more so than arsenic or strychnine.
A body of sclentific men who conducted a course
of experiments with nicotine & few ym:'x ago

BOmeE facte.

A dose of nicotine, welghing only 1-65th of a
grain taken Internslly immedistely caused
symptoms of polsoning, the subfect golng
through a stage of extreme excltation, follgwed
by hendache, vertigo, weakness and general de-
pression. Larger doses up to 1-18th of a grain
cauged vomiting, trembling and a lowering of
the heart and respiratory action. Doses in larger
han this were deemed Zerous as

om
tleg as a soothing climax to a good dinner.

It is the ciieap cigarettes which contaln harm-
ful tobacco and stiil more injutious dope {n imi-
tation of the genuine Turkish article. Iteal
Turkish cigarettes, such 88 we seldom or never
see in this country, contain a v small per-
centage of oplum, which is not really a mensce

E}
belng fatal; there is no reliable known antidote.
Nicotine Inhaled Is Dangerous

Clgar smokers who do not {nhele are general-
1y accounted pretty safe from the risks of nhico-
tie polsoning; the chronle cigaretts smoker
whe inhales continuously {s, on the other hand,
sure to become a victim to the practice gooner
or later. It has been proven that nicotine
leaves & cigar or cigarette in the smoke, that
s if not fed. Drawn nto the lungs the per-
centage of nicotine, whether it be large or small,
1s taken up by the blood a3 an accumulative
poison. Nicotine assimilated by the system
through the Jungs is almost as injurlons as if
swallowed outright. From the blood it is taken
to the heart, causing disorders of that crgan
and 1t i then pumped through every tissue and
nerve of the body. In the earlfer stages of nico-
tine polsoning we see¢ the man whose hand
trembles, whose talk is disconnected, who never
appears to have any steadfnst purpose in life—
1n short, the man who s, going to the bad. Dys-
pepsia, Joss of appetite and mental decline are
the symptéms of a later period, and tetanic con-
vulstons, foillowed by paralysis and loss of sight,
result {n a few cases of excessive abuse of the
clgarette, A great deal has heen sald about the
paper used for cigarette wrappers, but the drift
of opinion In this matter places the evil effects
of the wrapper at an insignificantly small pro-
portlon. Practically, all the injury is derived
from the nicotine In the poor grade of tobacco
and the cheap opiates used for dope. _

If anyone interested In the study of criminals
ever attempts to compile statistics which will
show the relation of cigarette smoking to crime,
the information thus given to the world will be
an amazing ‘The law in P
nia probibiting the sale of cigarettes to boys un-
der sixteen was framed on the advice and ex-
perfence of medical experts who knew that nico-
tine got In its deadly work before its victims
had reached the age of maturity. Ycuth is par-
tieularly susceptible to the effects of nicotine
polsoning, and the few scattered records of boy

who have moral d

show that these boys were addicted to thé cf-
garette hablt in an inordinate degree. Hun-
dreds of these, stunted In intellect and hope-
lessly degraded, can be seen any day in the big
reform institutions. They,are the boys from
among whose ranks will some day be recruited
the Hooper Youngs, the Paul Woodwards and
the George Nelks, moral dwarfs, in whom sl
sense of right and wrong has been destroyed by, *
the poison nlcotine. H
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