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- News Happenings Throughout New Jersey

JOHN L. SEMPLE ENDS
HI3 LIFE WITH GUN

Famous Camden Lawyer, Unable to
Stand Strain of Rheumatism,’
Sends Bullet Into Heart

JOHN L. SEMPLE

Famous Camden lanier who committed
smeide m s ofhee

John L. Semple, one time claszed among
the most promment and cleverest mem-
bers of the bar m New Jersey, commit-
ted suicide yesterday by shooting him-
zelf through the heart as he sat at lus
desk in his office, 320 Market sticet.
Camden, He had been atficted with
rheumatism for abeut eight jears and
this 15 supposed to have prompted lum
to end s bfe. A widow survives him.
He was 53 years old.

Rut a few minutes before he shct him-
self he was conversing with his vartner,
Lawyer J. Harry Switzer. When the
Jatter wunt to the rear of the building
he heard a shot and hastening to where
Alr. Semple was, he found the lawyer.
sittmg in the chan wlnle the revolver
was on the T,

~*John, get a doctor quick,” suid Law-
yer Semple, but by the time Dr. F. W.
Marcy had been summoned the lawyer
was dymng. The pohce ambulance was
also_summoned, but 1ts service was not
needed, Lawyer Semple passing away
from the eelfanflicted wound. .

Lawyer Semple had begn aiflicted with
the rheumatism despite s efforts of
every possible remedy for relief. In late
years he was ecarcely able to move about
and this 15 bheved to lave so preyed
upon his mind that death was preterable
to_continued suffering

He was admitted to the bar when he

was 21 years old and dumng his career
was interested m a number of impor-
tant cases  He won national prominence
when he defended Theodore Larmbert, a
negro accused of ehooting Wilham Kaurer,
Lambert was convicted and as Sheriff
Barrett was about to place the noose
over the negro’s head, Lawyer Semple
stayed the execution by a writ rrom the
United State Supreme Court. e ha
fought the case through all the Ntate
aund then the Federal courts. but Lam:!
bert was finally hanged. This eecured
\such a reputation for Semple that h
defended many murderers, not only n
%‘ax?den, but 1 other sections of the
State.

It was in_ 1901 that Lawyer Semple
experienced the most sensational period m

13 eventful career when he was arrest-
ed while acting as counsel for Taylor and
Bredell i connection with a  notorious
counterfeiting scheme. After the man
had been placed m Moyamen=ing Prison
it was found that they had been maling
$20 certaficates n therr cells. 1t was
(harged that Lawyer Semple bad sug-
zested and adviced that the iwo make
the counterfet money, then hide the
plate and offer to tell the authorities
where they were hidden mn return for
leniency. The lawver was tried in the
United_ States Distnet Court 1 this
aty and the jury disagreed. In a second
irial ke was acquitted. Many men prom-
ment 1 the legal profession were wt-
nesses for him. James M. Beck was
United States District Attorney aad for-
mer_Governor Iathison was of counsel
for the countefeiters, while Chiei Wilkie,
of the Secret Service, and Detective

~Burns figured 1n the case.

Second Fire Routs Famlly

Awakened by the smell of smoke early
yesterday morning. Mrs. Lilhan Scrull,
of 717 North Tenth street, Camden,
found fire had broken out mn her home
for the second time within a dozen hours.
Hastily arousing her two small children
and a dog, Mrs Scull chmbed out_of the
window on to the porch roof and made
her way to the home of a neighbor. An
alarm was turned 1n and the blaze, m a
closet, was quickly extingmshed Friday
afternoon there had been a fire i the
partition downstairs and this is suppos-
ed to have smoldered and broken out
afresh later. e woman’s husband, a
railroader, was not at home.

Wagon Becomes Electrified

Loaded with a huge 1ron boiler, a wag-
on of Charles Smith, of 505 Erie stree
Lecame fastened beneath the bridge of
the Pennsylvania Railroad, where it
spans Second street near Michle, Cam-
den, yesterday. There was not enough
space to permit the entrance of the wag-
on_with 1ts load. In scrapmng the
and becommng jammed, the borler knock-
ed the josulation from the res of the
Pubhie Service Railway Company which
pass_beneath the bridge s resulted
i the boier becommnz highly charged,
knocking off the driver_and” imperiling
all who apxpmachcd 1t The police were
apprised of the predicament and it was
finally necessary to send a wreching crew
to eut the wires, liberate the wagon and
the boiler and permut traffic to resume.

Show Big Assessment

Tn an interesting report made by Will-
jam Schmd, of the Camden County
Board of Takation yesterday, 1t is shown
the various public utilities in the district
total $2,389.083 in asseshed valuation.
They "are divided as follow: Street
rulvays, $662,5673; gas and electric,
§926,000; water compamies, $250,550;
telegraph and telephonme companes,
$154,585; local gas and electnie, $51,325
sewer companies, $54,050. The valua-
tions for 1013 totaled §1,759,985.

tdle, Wants License Returned

“Kindly refund fee for lcense, as 1
am out of work and marrage 1s cancel-
ed,” was the message received yesterday .
at’ Gity Clerk Brown’s office n_Cam-
den from John Trammel, of 8615 Helen
street, Phlladelghla. He took out the li-
cense to wed Miss Elzabeth Unger on
January 0. Untortunately, the law pro-
lubits the refundimz of the hcense fee,
ro that Trammel may keep his right to
1\:'e_cl as a souvemr of what mght have

een.




