BLOE JACKETS
HGHT FLAMES
I LUMBER YARD

Fully Equipped- -They Push
Off From Cruiser Etruria
to the Jersey Shore

BATT[ED WITH- BLAZE-.
T IN‘THEIR ARE Fr.ET'

—-:—"’

Méyor7 S@nd§ fe?ieﬁo‘c&hmander
David—Baird's Big Plant Scens
of Disastrous Conflagration

One hundred sailors from the Italian
cruiser Etruria, now Iying in the Dela-
ware river, off Race street, matzmuy
assisted the Chmden firemen yesterday
afternoon in preventing a fire from de-
stroying the plant of David Baird & Co.,
foot of Pearl street. While the flames
did. damage to the extent of $50,000,
there wguld have been a much heavier
loss but for the excellent work of the
luejackets.

It was shortly after 1 o’clock when tha ™
flames were discovered in the engine
}room by Howard Mulford. His efforts
'to extinguish the tiny blaze proved futile,
In a few minutes the fire had.eaten jts
-way through the inflammable wooden
structure and the long, red tongues had
commumicated with the spar shed. From.
this they leaped about twenty feet into
the saw and planing mill. All these
efructures were blazing fiercely when
the Camden firemen responded to a gene
eral alarm..

Itslidn Jackles Busy

Tt was-at this juncture that a hundred
white. capped tailors in command of
Lieutenant Alyigina' Guardsumarsina
made their landing st “the Pear] “street.
wharf in Camden. They were assembled
‘byn bugler and-with hard axes, hoseand
other apparatur they sallied forth to
comhat the flamés which were fast eat~
ing their way through the ::tenmre)?:’d
of the plant. -

any of the b]ue]acketsm barr
footed ~bnf.nane of Lhae stopped whcn

mhe’d through fashe and, smoke “xﬁu
2ll the vim and atdor that characterize
the-sador when in action. |
~Attacked Blaxing lanks
-\ There was a huge lumber pile that
stood, near a sbed that contained several
bundred thousand feet of valusble tun-
b'cr.— “When ths flames communicated
with this the silors, summoned by the
bugler, made an attack on the great
Jong Blaring planks. Like veritable tro-
jans they worked, running up to the
famea with their axes and knocking the
timbers irl all directions.

The smoke was dense enough to make
even the professional fire fighters seek
cever, but the men from the Etrmma
stood ‘theic ground and managed to save
much of the_timber.

Hxnds and Feet Scorched

For over two hours they continued in
service. Surgeon De Silvestor, with an
assistant, had a busy time attending the
bumned feet and hands and scorched
faces of his compatriots. They had a
typical Red Cross outfit with them and
when they had ended their work therer
was Jittle Jeft of the tape and liniments,

It was only after the fire was prac-
tically extinguished that Lientenant
Guardsumarpina gathered his men about
him and returced to the Etruria. There
were several thousand persons on the
surrounding wharves nd buildings and
these gave three lusty cheers when the
valiznt sons of Italy left for the cruiser,

Fire- a Scorcher

The fire was an extremely fierce one,
fed as it was by thousands of feet of
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choice timber. Firemen Harry, Green

and Rollo Jones, of \o, 1 Truck~Com-

Euy, were overcome by the intense
eat]-but they were qmcL]x revived, ths

former by the Italian surgeon.

Jobn Lutz and Policeman George '
el had severely burned h;md.!‘tnnnd by
urgeon De Silvestor also.

Darvid Baird, Jr.,-a member of the firm,
said he approximated e damage danc
at about ,000.« All the buildings-and
machinery were insure d‘ Thsntmctum
burned included a spar shed. 60 by 100
lut laning mill, 40x100 Yeet and a

umber shed. About 4,000,000
fec: of timber was in the yard, bu
much of this was eaved tnrough he
smd ﬁ;ork of the saors and the Cam-

The Philadelphia -tugboat Stokles also
rendered_excellent service when the fire
was at its height.

It 13 not deﬁmtelr known how the
fire originated, but it is believed to have
been caused by a spark generated by the
engize.

Mayor Charles M. Ellis and many ity
and County officials were Interested wit-
nesses of the fire and the mxnner )n

fought the flames. Mayor Ellis “id
the_ bluejackets were deserving of much
raize for their aid, which came unso-
icited but nevertheless at an opportune
moment.
Mayor Thanks Sailors

Directly after the fire Mayor Ellis sent
the following letter of appreciation to
Captain Pencoli,, of the Etruna:

Maﬂlr! Office,
N. J June 17, 1907.
Cnpuin lllmn‘\ Fericoll
Commander Italian Cxulser Etruria,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear Bir:” On hehslt ot the p(ople of
Camden I express to my hearty and
slncere thanks for the efﬂclcnt amLmrolc
service rendered today by members of
your crew at the djmstmus fire on the
Tiver front of Camden.

1 was on the scene within a few min-
utes after the alarm was sounded and
persoaslly ohserved the splendid work
perr erl by 3 men. Although from

¥y a0d fotal strangers 1o
lhe cl(\' \helr !how of bravery and zeal
was equally as commendatory .us that ex-
hibited by those Whost duty it §s to S\
tect life and property, and I was thrilled

crew, and I request that you comver.fa
the brave boys of the Etrurla my slacere
appreclation and thanks for their magalf-
cent work. Verv respectfully,

CHARLES H. FLLI& Mlyor
“That's My P!

While the fire was at its he’%ht aferry-
boat wns making itg \uy to.Philadelphia.
Both the forward and stern rails were
crowded with passengers watching the
flames, which made a_brilliant picture,
mirrored, as they were in the water.

“T wonder whose place is b.mung i
marked & man in thé crowd addremng
the man standing by his s

*That’s my place” was the quiet re-
joindér of the persén dsked, he

ked away. t man was David
Bsird, the owner of thz saw mill in
whiell the fire started, -




