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[Special to Tha American,]
Washlogton, June 19.—The Arerican

Navy today loses one of its most ple
tureeque figures in the retirement from
Ketlve service of Rear Admiral Bowman

H. McCalla, at present commandant of
the uavy yard at Mare Island, Callfornoia,
and since 1861, except for an Interval in
the early nineties, an important unit in
the makeup of the personnel of the mari-

had uring the war with
Bpalo, ta the Phillppines during the In-
surrection and-in China at the time of
the Boxer troubles Admiral McCalla won
djstinction and was rewarded highly. A
stricter disciplinarian, ,perhaps, never
served In the Navy, but at the same time
Admiral McCalla is a favorite with the
enlisted men, nnd when there was fight-
fog totbe done McCalln could get it out
of those whom he commanded. .
Only one thing haw ever marred Me-

Calia’s otherwise brilllant record. This
was an incident which occurred in May,
188), when Admiral McCalla was on the
steam sloop Entergrise, + ean
waters. In a diMculty with an collated
man who had been brought to the mast
intoxicated, and who, upon being Tepri-
tmaonded, cursed Admiral McCalla, the
latter struck, the sailor with the flat of
ia sword. @ was court-martlaled and

sent d to Ismissed from the Navy,
but Iater this punishment was mitigated
© three years" suspension from: the acrv-
Ice and’ a losa.of numbers during that
period. By many the punishment was re:
garded ay severe, and a fight was begun
to have MecCalla restored to his former
place, In December, 1801, the unexpired
portion of the suspension was remitted,
and- Admiral McCalla went back to ac-
tive duty, having lost a year and a half.
But-durlng the perlod of suspenalon be

hed fallen below many other officers in
rank,-and it was not until March, 1900,
nearly 10 years later, that he recovered
all that he bad -lost. Then {t was that
President McKinley granted him a ful!
and unconditional pardoh and restored
him to the place on the list of officers
‘held prior to bis fossa of numbers by his
punfshment.. This .action was taken for
“meritorious services in Cuban waters,”
‘That was when McCalla was {1 command
of the ‘crulser Marblehead, attached to
the. North Atlantic fleet.
| An fncfdent which occurred while the
‘Marblehead was assisting in the capture
e Guantanamo, goea further than any-
thing else to iNustrate Admiral McCatia's
Oghting spirit. Marines had been landed
at Guantanamo, the Marblehead assist.
{ng in the movement, . After a severe

t the 2 ding oficr of-the
marines on shore sent word out to Com-'
mander McCalla that the ‘position of bis
men was' untenable, and that he dealred
the Marblehead to come In‘and take bim
ef, Commander McCaile senf-back word
that the Marblehead wouldcome In to
shore to carry off dead marines, and no
others. The marines won the day. -
Admfiral AfeCalla gained more fame dnr-

ing the Boxer troubles than anywhere
else, He was in command of the Ameri-
can, detachment of the first expedition
which advanced to the relfef of the lega-
tlons in Peking, and for his services there
he was highly commended from all sides.
Although ranked by other officers and
not In command of the expedition, Me-
Calla led to the front the bluejackets
and marines, numberlog only 112,’ all from
the Newark, and was at the head of.the
column ‘nearly all of the way. He waa
wounded three times during this terrible,
unauccessfal march. It was not on ac-
count of apy lack of determination ar
daring on the part of the Ieaders of the
expedition that {t falled,, but it was be
cause of the smallness of the force, which

pumbered only a few more than 2,000
officers and men. The allied force, which

finally rescued the foreigners in Poking,
numberd nearly 20,000, .
Vice Admiral Seymour, of the British

Navy, was in command o:
tion, and in a letter to the commanding

officer of tha American naval forces In
Amla at that time, he said:

“Y cannot conclude my letter without
expressing to you, air, the high admira-
tion I have for Capt. B, H. McCalla, who

| led us tn d of om-
cets ad mou. Their post was usually
ta the advanced guard, where thelr se¥l
‘and go were praised by all, I regret to
state that Captain McCalla was wounded

‘In three places, but considering the gai-
lant way in which he exposed himself,

I am only equally surprised and thankful
that he is alive.’ is services {i
Ching be was offered by the Emperor of

Germany decorations of the ‘‘Red Eagle

of the Second Class, with. Swords.”’
This government rewarded Admiral Me-

Calla for his Chincee services by advanc-
ing him three numbers tn grade. This
was the second promotion he had recelved

for gallant and conspicuous conduct while
under fire. Tho frst was in August, 1808, |

when he was advanced six numbers for.

hia services during the Spanish War, The

advancement took-bim from the rank of.
commander to that of captain. His next‘
promotion, to the grade of rear admiral,

came in the regular course of events in,
October, 1903, . :

While strict with the enlisted man Ad:.
mira! McCallea is admired and ilked by:
them. Hip fearlessness {s the main res-

son for this, Many years ago, when Ad-
miral MeCallg was a midshipman, he had
command of a division of seameb. ne

of the saflors was sharply reprimanded
by Midshipman McCalla, and the
talked back, saying that McCalla would
never have acted that way hod he not

been an officer in uniform. In a minute
Midshipman McCalla bad made arracge-
ments to do a most unheard of thing—to

engage in a fight with an enlisted man.
They went quietly ashore, and there had
{t out with fats. McCalla, so the story
goes, Was whipped badly, {t Is said, but
when he went back on the ship to resume
his duties he had the reapect and conf.
dence of the men under him.
Admiral MeCalla saw considerable ac

tlve service fn the Philippines, where he
arcived from San Francisco on Nov?mber'
25, 1880, Being given command of a d}-
vision of six eriulsers and gunboats: on
the north and west coasts of Luzon he
went on December 6, 1809, to the relfef

of the city of Vigan, four miles inland,
which was held by a email force of the
Thirty-third Untted States Volunteer In.
fantry. His own force consisted of 230
officers and men. Six days later, op De-
cember 32, 1890, off the mouth of the
Cagayan River, in Northern Luzon, he
recelved the surrender of all the military
forces of the insurrection in the provinces
of Isabella and Cagayan end in the Ba.
tan Islands, This was the most note-
worthy part of hin service In the Phillp-
pines, but before completing his crulee in
Far Eqatern watera Admirat McCalla,
then a,captain, saw service in Chine.

n 1002 -he returned to the United

States, and in July of that year waa
given command of the battleship -Kear.
sarge, remaining on that duty until Muy,

1902. Since that time he has been sta-

tioned on the Pacifle Const, frst as the
commandant of the Naval Training Sta-

tion In San Francisco. hearbqr, and since
1905 as commandant of the Mare Island
Navy Yard... :

Admiral MeCalla was bora in Camden,

tive s¢ry. He was appointed to the

naval academy In 1841 and served there

uptll! 1864. His first crulse was on the
steam sloop Susquehanna of the Brasll

Bquad id he sudsequently served on
various ships and stations until 1896,
when -he waa promoted to the grade of

His subsequent promotions were

to the grade of Meutenant in 1868; iieu-
tenant commander in 1869; commander in

1884, and to captaln in, 1808 He was

matrled In 1875 to Alles Ellzabeth H.

Sargent,-of Boston. Mrs, McCalla is
prominent member of the Colonlai Dames,
the Daughters of the American: Revolu-
tion, the Damen of the Loyal Legion and

other patriotic societies,


