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and Figures

,} IGHTY years will have passed on
Friday. Februsry 14, sinee Cam-
den beecame an mncorporated aty.
t.  and Just now the eitizena are looh-
iz bach over those years and recalling
with a pardonable pride the epochs that
iave made 1t a community of homes, of
plendul 1ndustries and of clean, pro-
Jgressiye governwent.  Luckl, Camden
hias comparativelv fow moss-bunhers and
“in conscquence it has always bren an
.the van of the modern <purit that means
o much {0 American municpalitics.
AVilh an energetic cxecutive, with a re-
%ju\eu:llml Boanl of Trade posed

ur——— 'E

ICity on Saint Valentinels.Day, Will
i, Observe the Anniversary of ~Iff;s
- Incorporation---Some Facts

Concerning

“Slow Town” Across
: the River

atmg epizades ocumred in thns buslding,
but 1t withetood the mbes of the residests
wotil the enly ’i0<. Then the “pro:
sresenves” began apitating the question of
baving a_yew building. bt it was not
untit 1875 that the present <trncture on
Haddon avenue. then a corn field, was
erecled. And what a howl went up ol
over the ¢ty.  “The adea of bwlding a
ity Hall avay out on the out<knts.”
True. 1t was fifleen munntes’ walk fiom
the ferry and thitty munutes by the old
‘amden Heige Raifroad Company. Well,
the City Hall as it stands today, wus
bult, and all around 3t and for blocks
besond are 1o Le teen tome of Camden's
T

£

3;.:“’ representative buciness men of the
ty . ing T

x . Now the
questicn 16 bemng apitated for a ore
o

apticipating an even greater Camden,
the future bids well.

Although theie was a seftlement in
what js pow (amden lite mn the seven-
teenth contury, 1t did not discard its
anaddling clothes until long years after.
It was in 1828 that the 1143 persons
who made up the district bounded by
the Delanare river and Sixth ctreet and
LCooper and Line strect concluded that
[Rhey ehould become an mneorporated cot

lunity  This wam hrought about prinei-
$ally as a result of the ceowd« that eros
ped the nver from Philadelplut on Sun-
dags and dul pretty much as they pleas-
& to the discomfort and anger of the
ownspeople. o a bill was prepared,
and on  February 14, of that year, the
Liegislature adapled 1t, thus making Cam-
den the proud possessor of a charter.
Samucl Lauing was elected the first

Alaror.
e

Ao I'Ar, So Good

Zlhis was all very well, but Camdenites
éhafed over the fact of being a part of
Gloucceter county.  There were those
who thought they rhiould have a county
of;their own, but Gloucester strenously
sbjected to baving ruch 2 goedly portion
eliced off for the Denefit of the new city.
Under the leadership of Captain John
Y, Mickle, honever, the Camdenites car-

ts who are|l

ot ) modern  building,  1he
concummation of the plan not  being
such an adle dicam as seems 1o be the
impres-ton.

Dark Days

Camden made steadv increates in its
population from the time ot its mcor-
poration until 1856. Tp to that year
therc seemed to be every evidence that
1t wonld coon be a ety of many thou-
s, Tlundreds had moved acioss the
river and come from dictant Jands to eet-
e there, bul a catastrophe oceuired on
March 15, 1856, which retarded its
rowth,  \While crossiug the mver the
ferryboat New Jereey, crowded with jas.
senzers, caught five. he mver was full
of ice_and there was little oppottunity
of muying aid. Jn consequence stxty-one
<ouls periched.  Even vet that tragedy is
often referred to by the older recidents
with horror.

This mdde many return {o Thiladel-
plna and_caused others to fear gomg to
Camden because of the fear of crossing
the Delawarc. Then came the panic ot
1857 which alco had a deterrent effect.
Bt better times were coming for ihe
httle aty and when more opportunity
was given it by the revised charter of
18767 the poprlation began  increacng
again. By 1¥80 there werc over 40,010
men, women and cluldren within the
aty’s confines. In two decades this had
more than doubled and now there is
clore to 100,000 inbabitants. With in-
creasing territory, it only beis

1igd the war into the Leg and
#x°a result Camden county was created.
A fter this matters weut zlong smoothly
uglil 1846, when the question arose as
&, which community should be the coun-
eeat. Camden was oppored by Long-
&Coming, pow Berlin. Matters waved
&eeedingly warm, the rurabtes aiding
Y%ng-a-Coming. the citics Canden.
f«Even yct old 1esidenls speak of the
Isttenuous times m awesome whiepere.
Finally the question was decided at a
siiccial clection and Canden lost. Tos
femed of that persistency that has made
much for the success of the aty, the
ezidenta dul not give up hy any means.
gb-y carnied the fight to the Legistature
a_rew clection was ordercd. This
JHine Camndent was the victor, The farm-
mdde all rvort= of charges, Lut Cam-
n remained the county seat and at
\ ent the wisdom of that selection is
arent. .
5 Now for Town HMall

14
%50 soon a« Camden hecame,

parated it Alayor Laning and I

sedorg decided. that there mnat be some
fmmmpa mecting plee. At first the
&*Town Hall” wae located on the second
rfloor of Richerd Detter’s stote at Third
dnd Market. strecte. Jut in 1%
Coundi] voted to set aside 82500 to build
o +City 1all, courthon<e and jail." This
o 1 on Tederal sticet, below
ifth, whete stood the old maiket, hum-

el down serersl jears ago. Maby ex-

.
{er of time when Merchantville, Collings-
wood, dl. Hadd Id, Glouces-
ter City and other commumities will be
abeorbed, Canden will very soon have
many thousends sdded.

Spirit of I'rogrees

A« to the aty’s government, there
je everywhere in evidence a spirit of
‘progress. Especially ia this so with ref-
erence to ihe fire and police xerice.
‘oncerning the former, Camden Jomts
with pride to the fact that last year] the
fice Jossca did not exceed §123 060, The
present fire department is the out-
gronth of the old volunteer organisa-
tions of nearlv half a century_ago.
There were_the Perseverance, the Niag-
ara, the Weccacor and other olunteer
companies which did valiant eervice, but
owing to the rivalry much valuakle
roperty was lost in sanguinary battles.
R A paid fire department was
created consisting of five commissioners,
one fire marshal and two assistants.
Thus was Camden among the first of
New Jersey's towns to have men paid
to tight the flames. ¥Frun that humble
beginning grew the present jorce of
nearly a hundred men under the direc-
110n of Chief Samuel Llreth.

In the police department. under ihe
direction of Chief Elisha A. Gravenor,
there are 135 men, the outgrowth of a
{force of three men who Sxmxcd.ed fort,
dcars agn, the north, middle and south
warde. Recenily twenty-five men were
added o the force, among them bheins
<everal mouniesd men tn ook after env
suburban sections of the- city., These

Thave alicady moved ther valve. A« to

crime there 13 liftle of 1t cacept of
petty - mature and when the occeron
atses the majests of the Jaw 15 upheld
n saddt 4 manner as 1o gie the e
pression that nowhere an the State s
there a Dutter  exenphhication of the
celaration that *lesey justice moves
swiitly™ than in Camden.
And Camden Water -

Camden’s water 15 admittedly witheut
& peer. It s drawn from artesian wells
and everv du over 100000 gallons
of 3t 1+ rent throuch the mams. This
comes flom a $GO0VN0 plant at Moms
Statron. which 13 alnays hailed as “Cam-
den’s greatest asset.” Plans are under
way now to auzment this plant. The
aty’s first water plant was established
after con=derable controversy in 185
4t Pavonma. The Delanare River water
wac ,pumped throuzh the uams for
sears, In consequence the harvest of
death from typhod fever was great. In
the mmeties the contazion amfested 1t~
self m ruch an alirming marllm'rt that
{he artestan plant wae proposed. It was
not put in operation until 1898, but the
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chanze m the water supply was at_once
appaient m the beiter health of the
A, Wiele a hundred new <a-es of
taphoud fever within a mounth pror to
that time was by no meams urusual.
subsequent 10 the mstallation of the
new supply. Ioss than lalf a dozen nere
reported within 4 hhe pertod,  Last
vear there were but 3§ cases, of this
direase and most of them were traced
to other aitree.

Camden has manv miles of pued
elrecte. All the pomapal thoroughfares
are acphalted ae o resull of an amtation
that began over a decade azo. Unly
lately the princapl ontlets ot the aty
were ordered paved with that materal
—YFederal street from Cooper Creek to
Twenty fifth street, lladdon asenue
from Lwe street 1o Ierry avenue, an

ton

Tublic Schools

Then there are the schools, which are
cducating an army of nearly 12,000
children. Four additional miodein school
ildings were recently feted, mak-
ing in all thirty-four, with & commo-

shown by The Inquirer m a previons
avtule. Canmden’s educational ~y~tem i<
of the highest order. which has been
demonstraled repeatedly by the pujsls

MmN first prizes At centests ynoex-
bitionz of natiomil prowmmence.
Camden 15 & aty of charghes. Within
its confinee there are (ox 1
churche: and:miseions of all denomina-

In coeequence of this compa

ively mivat ol urchomz ho-t. ihe e
~trict on Sebbatarian ques-
This was elidented a year or <o
azo when certam dealers sought to sell
on Sundav as on other days of the neck,
In concquence the laws were enforced
to such an extent that the Sundays.
for several months, -n\'orcd|of t‘nrphmmn
S New Engla = ths of Puritan
S3| Broadway from Emerald street to New- | 3re oW Fagland sublat

When Andiew Carnemie wa: nidding
him=elf of his wealth some yeais ago,
estabh<himg hbranes m many aties of

e country, 3t was sugnested that he

benefit of the book-loving public of Cam-
den. For monthe this matter hung fire,

CAMDEN, NOW EIGHTY YEARS OLD, IS PROUD OF ITS WONDERFUL GROWTH
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brought the subjeet to an tssue by ap-
pealing to the Scotch wronmaster. As 4
result it war not lene before $100,000
was <ent to Camden with wlich to buld
« hbrary wath the proviso that the ity
expend $10000 annualle for tts main-
tenante. “This was agresd unon and a
structure was erecled at Broadwav and
Line streete that 1 not only pleasmg
to_the cye bewause of architectural em-
hell’shments, but aleo on account of the
thousands of volumes that are airculated
to over 1300 men. nomen and children.
CHy of Tomes
Camden has approwmatels over 20-
00 homes,  These are of all kinds, from
the more pretentions structures m which
the wealthy reside to the humble but
homehke dwellings in which the grea:
bulk of the inbabitants hve. And with
the coming spring hundreds of addi-
twnal dwelhnge Wil be crected i the
outlving ditriets,
ere is alen a4 pubhic park which is
being slowly but surelv developed. and
1f Masor Charles H. YIhe has s way
there will be sevcral squares, a 1ecrea-
tion pier or two and beautiful shade
trees throughout the aty. e proposes

10 have one day cach year set_ade to

of the Citv Beau-
nz Camden bet-

be Lnown as the “Dav
tiful” devoted to m:

5

point, X

s to Camlen’s business inferests. thay
are lepon. With a river front of sei-
eral nules backed by the Cooper creek
there is ample natural provision for m-
dustrial concerns of a varted charcter.
A\ new era 1s heralded from the faet thae
the creek ia to be decpened by the govern-
ment so that craft of fairly deep draught
may use . Already a number of -
dustrial manufactunng plants have s
mited their_intention of locatmg alo
the bauks of the stream and before manvy
Jears there promises 1o be onc complete

1 j chain of industries.

Just 1 Review

At the aunual gathering of the Board
of Trade last week the value of some
of the city’s manufactories was expressed
something in this wice: “Camden has
within ats border a population of mearly
300,000, and shipbuilding firms that can
cither supply a launch or the greatest bat-
tleship; the largest lace curtamn manu-
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aki
v from an artictic aud orderly “stand-
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factory n Awena; a talliog waclune
that speaks every known language; iron
worh~ that make cnough mpe to mrdle
the carth: leather manufactoties that tan
shias Trom all parts of the globe; the
largest furniture house, whose products
reach to the Philppines; banks and trust
companies whase resources are not ai-
ferted by panics; hnoleum worhe, whish
manufaclie onelE the country’s whole
product: a plint whoee kitchene annuallv
irake cnoug‘n soup to float all the vessils
built an our <ipyards. a mchle works,
which Turnishes Unele Sam with matenal
for slot machine<; a_department store,
whose experiment has proved a  de-
cided  <uceess; pen works, whield pro-
duce twothirds of the pens u<ed n the
world; an capanded metal works—thu
waterial  produced there will stretch
from Maine_to Texas and its mills riva!
the largest.™

So. wth the thousands of homes, ite
scores of induetries. 1t< charitable instic
tutions and_the mamiold ercations of a
modern avilization, Camden 1s a saty
whieh 13 not slow, thich 1s always iu the
van of$progress and muniespal mprove-
ment in all lnes of endeavor.




