
LAMBERT AP LAST
- PAYS THE PRNALAY

THE MURDERER OF BAKER KAIRER HANGED

18 THE CAMDEN COUNTY

JAIL

PROTESTED AROGENCE TO THE ED
HE SAID STEVENS FIRED THE

PATAL SHOT

The Execution Devold of Senssa-

‘tional Featuren—Lambert Walked
. Firmly to the Gallows—His-

tory of Hin Remark-

able Casa,

forts to save the condemned man from
the gallows. Lambert was a bad man. |
m his youth up he had been a!

criminal. He had served time in prison
for burglary and admitted while awalt-,
ing trial for murder that he had robbed
a score or more of houses in and

He went to gallows with this |
nial upon his Hps. e claimed that!
Josiah Stevens, Was associated:h who
with him tn the Kairer robbery, was
the real murderer. ‘
Yesterday was the fourth date that

h been fixed for Lambert's execu.
tion. Once he was reprieved by Gov-

. The Murderer.
=?

emor Werts. Twice the United States
Supreme. Court interfered and .post-
poned, the hanging. The law finally
claimed its victim after every ordinary
and several extraordinary procedures
had been resorted to to avert the death
penalty.

Firm In the Face of Denth,

Lambert’s death was devoid of sen-
sation, as executions go. He walked
to the scaffold without assistance. He
did not flunk in the face of death.
There was barely time for a whispered
good-bye to the Sherif! and he was
launched into eternity. He was

e top floor of the
county jal) building at the northwest
corner of Broadway and Federal
streets. The death chamber is directly
over a part of the jail that is being
fitted up for the use of female pris-
oners.

The scaffold stood over against a
blank wall. On the other side win-
dows let a flood of light Into the bare

- Overhead were the gaunt raf-
ters supporting the roof.
The heart-rending zarewells between

the condemned man and his mother
and other relatives and friends had
been uttered the night before. As the
,Ume drew on toward midnight the

5 a

Hunter, one of his death watch. “I
feel oppressed, as if there was a heavy
Weight inside. IT hope I will be abie to
walk to the gallows.”

t 1 o'clock Lambert sat down at a
Nttle table In his cell _and for three

rs he was busy with his pen writing
farewell letters. There were six of

who had displayed great Interest In
his case. The others were to personal

Continued on Third Page.
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friends. In all these missives Lam-
ve expre: nm to his religiousfaith and the belief that he had divine

forgiveness ¢ of his
Phan tte Rope.

About G o'clock the Spiritual 2dvis:
ers of the _condemne red
his cell. They ‘were colored mins
ters, Revs. W. HL. Yoeu ThoAls and H. C. Ashley. "Under: "the
soothing influence of prayer’ Lambert
grew calmer, and when his break-
fast, which consisted of half a dozen
fried cers, 1 hotates eos and coffee, was
sent jn m @ restaurant opposite theJail, he aie heartily.
At 9 o’clock the suit of black cloth-

ing that had been ordered for his ex-
ecution a year ago, was brought in
and he dressed himself for the gal-
Jows, A barber had shaved him andtrimmed his halr the previous night.
He did not put on a collar.

@ persons who were to witness

lffs Wriggins, of m unty, a
Townsend, of Burlington county,
a few spaper men. ’clock

Ss f Barrett led th y into the

up three filghts of stairs to the
Place of execution.

This was the route that Lambert
took a few minutes later when he

walked to his doom. Chairs had been

placed at each landing and there was

the condemned man_ collapsed, but

they were not ded. At x ne
utes after 10 Sheriff Barrett started
own the 5 rs~ fetch the victim,

talked In whispers while they waited.

Lambert was awaiting the sum-

mons. His hands were manacled be-

hind his back, and with the minis-

ters in front, the Sheriff at his side

of the death watch at his back, he

Started on the walk to the gallows.

n the Seaffoltd.

It was but a step from the doorway

of the execution room to the foot of
the fillght of step leading to the plat-
form_ of the gallows. Lambert did

not ha lt or Jook up. He and the Sher-
iff walked with firm tread up the

steps. The Sheriff had declined as-
sistance. He was cool and knew just
what to do, although it was his first

execu

took his station on the

trap-doors directly under the cross-

beam. His gaze was. fixed on thef

tl

Just as the black cap was drawn over
his face, he whispere
“Good-bye, Sheriff. Goa bless you.”

b -

step to one side, pulled a lever, the
bie trap-doors fell with a crash, and
the colored murderer was dangling

daly.
The fall wag about elght feet. It Is

not probable that Lambert's neck was

broken, convulsions were

alight, His] legs had not been pinioned,
but they were not drawn up he

death agony. It was 10.15 when the
drop fell. Five minutes later Under
Sheriff the
and the arms hung Mstless at the side

of the dangling body. <At intervals a
convulsive tremor shook the body, bu
these soon ceased, and at 10.27%

physicians pronounced Nfe extine
e Grave,

| The body was allowed to hang for
ten minutes longer before it‘was taken

nan adjoining room an under-~
taker was walting with the casket
‘that, Ike the death sult, had been or-
‘dered a year ago. On the Hd was a
filver plate bearing the inscription,

“Nicholas T. Lambert. Died Decem-
ber 19. 19, 1505., Aged 24 years, 2 months,

Lam abert had requested that the.doc-
tors should not mutilate his body, and

Sheriff Barrett saw that his pishes fn
tu nm t:

a

the road to Merchantville, and interred
in a grave that had been prepared for

it.

The crowd of several hundred people

that had gathered about the jail melt-

ed away soon after it became known

that Lambert had paid the penalty

of his crime. None of the relatives of

the murderer or his vict!m were’ pres-
ent at the execution.

LAMBERT’S CRIME

A Remarkable Fight to Stave OM”

the Denth Penalty.

William G, Kairer was murdered about

street, Camden. Previous to this there
had_been a score or more of burglartes

in Camden and vicinity; and the police
seemed unable to catch the bold bur-~

&
r Katrer’s eldest son, Willla: am G.

Katrer, who with his wife. occupled the
second story “front ‘oom 0 e,

awakene y t noise of so
}One trying to force open his door. The

youn an leaped out of bed a rush
Ing into the try saw and st ata

man hastening down the stairs. The
he aroused his father and t: ade

Search of the. ower par the house.

indow w
shots were fired. The elder Katrer was
shot th through ihe heart and fell dead in

‘3 arm

| For wee eks mystery shrouded the mur-
fder. In g time many suspects had
been arrested by the police. and all but
one had been release e yas

Theodore Lambert, well known
ereek and known to be a desperate bur-

the first evidence directly | connecting
him with the erlm gha

fession made by "s0 sia n ‘Brew “st
told a Fhilagelppia detective "tbat he
was concérn w ambert in the rob~

Ted Lambert make a partial confes-
sion, in which he biamed the shooting

vens. He Insisted up to the last
that ‘Stevens borrowed his revolver and

test after the iat “Or “stevens, which
nlace on September 26. He

ceuttied. | L. Semple, who had_been
igned by the court to defend Lam-

rder. TMm

day Lambert was to have been hanged
—the Board of Pardons heard the case
and refused to interfer
Supreme Court Justice Garrison nas

asked for a writ of habeas corpus. T
was pereniptorily refused. Next cniet
Justice Beasley was appealed to. He

likewise refused. To Judge Dallas, of
the United States Court, in Philadelphia,
Semple now went. He referred the
to Judge Green. of the United States
District Court at Trenton.ns was set down for January
2, the day fore mbert was to be
hanged. Lawyer Semple went to Tren-
ton to find Judge Green, but the latter

one wa:had away.
vr Semple at once jumped a train

for Washington, hunted up Justice Shi.
ras, and indu ced him to issue a atay

nN

thne_toe serve Justice Shiras*’ order
the Sherif{ an hour before the time fixed
tor the exes ution.
wn xt move In the remarkable case

he dismissal of the appeal by the
United States Supreme Court. Governor
Werts at once issued a second death
varrant fixing the execution for ‘June

7 writ of habeas corpus was refused

=


