LAMBERT AT LAST
- PAYS THE PERALAY

THE' MURDERER OF BAKER KAIRER HANGED
IR THE CAMBEN CGOUNTY
JAL

PROTESTED HOCEACE 10 TH EAD

HE SAID STEVENS FIRED THE
FATAL SHOT

The Excention Devold of Senma-
ftional Fenturen—Lambert Walkea
" . Firmiy to the Gallotwn—in-
tory of Iija Remark-
able Con=.

| the gallows In the Camden county sail|
yesterday., He was hangea for the
murder of Willlam G. Kairer, a well-
to-do cracker baker, of Camden. His
death closes a case that was remark-|
able chiefly for the extraordinary ef-
forts to save the condemned man from |
the gallows. Lambert was a bad man. |
From his youth up he had been a!
crimlnal. He had served time in prison,
for burglary and admitted while awalt- |
ing trial for murder that he had robbed

Joslah Stevens. who was associated!
Wwith him in the Kairer robbery, wa.
the real murderer. N
Yesterday was the fourth date that
been fixed for Lambert's execu.
tion. Once he was reprieved by Gov-

poned, the hanging. The law finally
claimed its victim after every ordinary
and several extraordinary procedures
hdd been resorted to to avert the death
penalty.
FIrm in the Face of Denth,

Lambert’s death was devold of sen-
sation, as -executions go. He walked
to the scaffold without assistance. He
dld not flunk in the face of death.
There was barely time for a whispered
good-bye to the Sheriff and he was
launched into eternity. He was
hanged on the gallows that ended
John HIll's life about three years 2go.

finlshed room on the top floor of the
county jall bullding at the northwest
corner of Broadway and Federal
streets. The death chamber is directly
over a part of the jall that is belng
fitted up for the use of female pris-
oners.

The scaffold stood over against a
blank wall, On the other side win-
dows Jet a flood of light into the bare
!7oom. Overhead were the gaunt raf-
ters supporting the roof.

he heart-rending farewells between
the condemned man and his mother
and other relatives and friends had
been uttered the night before. As the
,tlme drew on toward midnight the
condemned seemed to realize for the
first time that there was no further
hape of escaping the death penalty.

..X can't sleep,” he sald to Constable
Hunter, one of his death watch. *I
feel oppressed, as if there was a heavy
Welght inside. I hope I will be able to
walk to the gallows.”

At 1 a'clock Lambert sat down at a
lttle table In his cell and for three
hours he was busy with his pen writing
farewell letters. There were six of
thege misslves. The longest one was
to his counsgel, Lawyer John G. Sem-

to save him. He thanked his lawyer
and reiterated his assertion.that he did
not fire the shot that killed Kairer.
One of the Jetters was to Mrs. Isabella
8hipley, a resident of South Camden,
Who had dlsplayed great Interest in
his case. The others were to personal
Continued on Third Page.
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LAMBERTS EXECUTION

-CONTINUED_FROM EIRST' PAGE;
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mend- In all these missives Lam-
bert gave expression to his religlons
Talth Gnd the hellel that he had divine
torgiveness of his sins,
Rendy for.dhe. Rope.

Anout G g'clock the spiritual advis-
ers of the condemned man entered
his cell. They "were _colured minis-
ters, Reva. W. H. Yocum, Thomas
Als and H. C. Ashley, Under' the
soothing influence ‘of prayér Lambert
grew calmer, and when 'his break-
fast, which consisted of half a dozen
{ried eggs. potateos and coffes,
sent In from a restaurant opposiie the
Jail, he ate heartily.

At ¥ o'clock the suit of black cloth-
Ing that nad been ordered for his ex-
ecution a year ago, was brought in

Jows. A barber had shaved him and
trimmed his halr the previous night.
He did not put on a collar.

The persons who were to witness
the execution, in all less than forty,
Rathered in the sheriff’s office shortiy
befare 10 o'clock. There was a jury
of twelve appointed by the court, &
simllar number of speci deputlcs.
the sherifl's regu!ar ass| S]
ifts Wriggins, of Salem count Bnd
Townrend, of Burlington county, an:

A few newspaper men. At 10 oc)uck
Sherift Barrett led the way into the
Jall and piloted the witnesses to the]

death chamber. They walked through
an iron-lined passageway in the jail
proper, then through a door into the
corrfdor on the Federal street side,
and up threc fllghts of stalrs to the
place of execution.

This was the route that Lambert
took n Few minutes Ialer when he
walked to hix doom. Chairs had been
placed at each landing and there was
one on the scaffold, for use In case
the condemned man collapsel, but
they were not needed. At five min-
utes after 10 Sheriff Barrett started
down the stairs-to fetch the victim,
and the audience in the death chamber
talked In whispers while they walted,

Lambert was awalting the sum-
{mons. iz hands were manacled be-
Ihind his back, and with the minls-
ters In front, the Sheriff at his side

started on the walk fo the gallows.
On the Sen

It swas but o step from the doorway
of the executlon room to the foot of
the flight of steps leading to the plat-
form_of the gallows. Lambert did
not halt or look up. He and the Sher-
f walked with firm tread up the
steps. The SherMi had declined as-
sistance. He was cool and knew just
what to do, although 1t was hls first
execution.

Lambert took his station on the
trap-doors directly under ihe Cross-
beam. Iiis gase was. fixed on the |
blank wall directly In front and his
back was toward the spectators. Ie
[ma\erea slightly as the Sheriff slip-

the noose over his neck. Then,
‘]ust as the black cap was drawn over
ace, he whisp
o0d-bye, Sher]ﬂ'. God bless you.”
d-bye, Dory,"” & the response,
and (he Mext INEtant the Sherift (00K

a gtep to one side, pulled a lever, the
big trap-doors fell with a crash, an
the colored murderer was dangling
in_mida

'The fali was about elght feet. It Is
not probable that Lambert’s neck was

roken, but the convulsions were
slight. His legs had not been pinioned,
but they were_not drawn up in the
‘death agony. It was 10.13 when the
drop_ fell. Five minutes later Under

Sheriff Sell unlocked the handcufls
and the arms hung listless at the side
of the dangling body. At intervals a
convulsive tremor shook the body,
these soon ceased, and at 10.27%
physicians pronounced life extinct.

‘ HBorne 1o the Grave,
| The body was allowed to hang for
ten minutes longer before it'was taken

ow:
taker was waiting with the casket
that, llke the death Bult, ‘had been ar-
‘dered a year ago. On the Ild was a
fliver plate bearing the Inscriptlon,
"‘\lcho as T. Lambert. Died Decem-
r 19, 1593. Aged 24 years, 2 months,
lJ days.”
mbert had requested that the.doc~

tors should not mutilate his body, and
Sherift Barrett saw that his wishes In
that respect were carried out. In the

the road to Merchantville, and interred
in a grave that had been prepared for
b

‘The crowd of several hundred people
that had gathered about the jail melt-
ed away soon after it became known
that Lambert had paid the penalty
of his crime. None of the relatives of
the murderer or his vict!m were pres-
ent at the executlon.

LAMBERT’S CRIME

A Remarkable Fight to Stave O
the Denth Pennlty.

Willlam G. Kalirer was murdered about
5 o'clock on the morning of December
1603, at his residence, 420 Deckett
street, Camden. Previous to this there
had_been a score or more of hurglaries
in Camden and viclnity; and the police
seemed unable to catch the bold bur~

3Ir. Kalrer's eldest son, Willlam G.
Katrer, who with his wife' occupied the
#econd story front roo: ouse,

Wi awakel b, e nolse o( some
one trylng to force open his door. The
oung man leaped out of bed and rush.
ing into the entry saw and sti at a
n hastening down the stairs. Th
aroused his father and they mads

parlor the en blinds of ‘the fromt
window were dashed nnen nd
shots were der Kairer was

=hot lhrnu::h the heare and fon dead
his son’s a;

| _For weeks ‘mystery shrouded the murs
‘ der. In thls time many suspects had
been arrested by the police and all but
one had been released.  That one was
Theodore “Lam well known as
crook R relagrliuy desperate bur~
gla

The first evidence directly connecune

'hlm with the crlme came throu; on-

fession made Josiah Stevens. He

told a Phnndelphla detectlve .bnt he

was concerned with ert in the rob-
2

led Lambert to make a partial confes-
slon, in which_ he blamed the shootinz
on Stevens., He Insisted up to the last
that Stevens borrowed his revolver and
fired the fatal shot.
ere Indlcted. T.ambert was
trled on Jun e 18, 1804, nd was convicted
on 13th. ' Sentence was deferred
unm nner The frial of Stovens, which
took place on September 2. He was
accultle:.l
Lawyer John L. Semple, who had been
assigned by the court to defend Lam-
bert, Spbiled to Chancellor MGl for &
of error. This was refused. The
Governor granted s Feptieve from De-
cembe 13 to January
cember 4, 1\15[ one year " from lhc daLe
Sf tne murder, on December 13-the
was to have been hanged
e Tioard ‘of Pardons heard the eh
and refused to Interfere.
preme Court Justice Garrison was
asked for o writ of habeas corpus. Thls

ltkewise refused. Dall
e ei Riates Court I P Phllndelphlﬂ.
Semple now went. He Teferred the
6 Ridge. Green. of the United States
District Court at Trenton.

o heating was set down for January
% the day before Lambert was to e
nanged. Lawyer Scmple went to
Ton o And: Jadge. Greem, but the Tatier
haa mne awa

mple at once jumped a tram
for R aepInEion, Rnted un Joatice Shi
ras, and induced him to issue a stay

=
the “Sherift un hour before the time fixed
or the executlon.
next move In the remarkahle case
s the_dismissal of the appeal by the
Tnited States Supreme Court. Governor
Werts at once l1ssued a second death
yarrant fixing the execution for June
A writ of habeas corpus was refused

-



