DEATII NALTED DY
A FEDERAL JUDGE

LAWYER SEMPLE GOT A STAY AVD
THLEODORE LAMBERT WAS NOT
MANG!

WILL LIVE A YEAR AT LEAST

United Stntes Supreme Couri'n Or-
der Served Juxt Iiefore the Hour
Fixed for Fxecatlon—Lambert
Wept for Juy—Other Jermey Mat-
tera.

‘A glossy walnut coffin with a Jie
nalled on {5 Ud: an empty grave and
an unueed noose tell of a life saved
by the law after It had been forfeited
10.the law. If any other " evidence

the person of thankful Thsmiore Lam-
bert.burzlar and murderer,who rejoices
behind the burs of the Camden County

Theodore Lambert. ~ 4

Jali that he hap temporarily escaped |
death on the gallow
Lawyer John L. Semple won, after!
nli in his race with death. TYester-
day morning a little more than an
hour before the time fied for Lambert’s
execution he served on Sherift Barrett
an order from Associate Justice Shiras
of the United States Supreme Court,
staying the hanging. Lawyer Semple
secured the order ln \\ ‘ashington Wed-
nesday night. He returned to Phila-
delphia about midnight and got an in-
dor:em:nt by District Judge Dalias to
make the court record complete. Then,
dodging reporters, so as
dramatic denouenent in the mOMINg,
the Jucky lawyer went to a hatel and
secured a few hours’ sleep.
SEMPLE'S BOMBSHELL.
Supreme Court Justice Shiras’” stay
aropped like o bombshell in the Cam-
den county Sherills office. Every-
hing was in readiness for the hanl‘
ng. Lambert’s grave was dug,
coffin decorated with n plate {hacsived
ed, January 5, 18 ad been de-
TPered e The Jati, and e had witten
farewell letters 1o relatives and
friends. The witnesses und SherifCs
deputies were assembling in th Sher.
if's office when Lawjer Semple ar-

e Hears the Glad Tidings.

rived at twenty mlnule! ot 9 o'clock
and put a stop to the proce ngs.
Bheriff Barrett sent for hls counsel,
City Solicitor Morgan, who 100l
the document from the United States
Bupreme Court and sald It was m
proper form and must be obeyed
Prosecutor Jenkins peered through his
£old rimmed eje-glasses at the half
sheet of fuolscap and sald he guessed
was Mr isht but Justice Shiras
mus a gonse 10 recognize such a
m»m point as Lawyer Semple had
ralsed. The Sheriff announced that
the *mecktic party” was postponed
lndcﬂnllely 'nnd then he and Lawyer
emple went Into the jall to carry the
joylu] tidIngs to the condemned man.
Tt was engaged In rellglous
cxerclses with two cvlored ministers.
Ile was ready to be led vut to the gal-
fows and had not the slightest hope of
escaplng death.
LAMBERT'S JOY.
Lawyer Semple grasped lhe hand of
(he condetoned man and sal
“It's all right, Dorey. \nurc not

The Scaffold.

fo be hanged, I've got an order from
the United States buvr:me Court
Stop the execution
or & moment Lambert seemed

dazed. The news seemed 100 good to
be true. Then, as he realized that he
was not to dle, he wept for,joy and
®ald: “Thank God, my prayers have

een answered. You have saved my
3ite, Mr. Semple; how can I ever thank
you enough7"

Lambert and the two ministers
knelt and pouréd out their joy in

prayer. The death watch was fmme-
ﬂlntel’ removed and Lambert was put
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on the same footing as ordinery pris-
oners.  1le hud protested In the face
he considered inevituble death
!hﬂ[ he was innocent of the murder
of Baker Kairer and that Joslah Ste-
vens, who alded him in the robbery,
had fired the fatal shot.

awyer Semple, who is o firm be-
Lever in Lambert's innocence, says
his elient will never be hanged. He
thinks the United States Supreme
Courl will sustain his constitutional
peint, that Governor Werl had no
1ight to grant a reprle\e S!I\l that
Lambert_cannot be legally executed.
Justice Shiras’ order 1emoves the case
to the Unitad States Supreme Court.
The writ_is returnable March 4. Jt
Wil not be argued until the October
tetm, and may even go over untii the
next term, so that Lambert wlll have|
at least a Sear to Ihe,

'JUDGD SHIRAS' STATEMENT.

A dispatch from Washington gives
lhe Iullotﬂng interview with Justice

"l d!d not interfere with the State
Court In ganting Lambert’s counsel
the nnn. ls!onal writ of error which has
acted as a stay of execution. In the
baste with which the originai applica-
tion for a writ of habeas corpus was

1
Dallas” court, Without this record I
could not Interfere, although in crim-
inal cases the defendant is entitied to
the writ of error, which is merely a

“When Lambert’s couns l called up-
on me last night there w ime to
send him back to Judge Dadias’ court,
His client would meanwhile have
been hangqd. Therefore 1 issued to

the completion of the record in the

court,

“I did not take into consideration

lhc merits of Lambert’s case, which

s not before me. 1 merely made ll

D ible for the condemned man to

n\all himeelf of such advantage as,
ad the proceedings been regular, he

would have been clearly entitled to.’




