FROZEN FROM BELOW

Theory Advanced By Miners In the Klon-
dike to Explain Grest Depths
of Frozen Ground,

MOSS ADDS TO THE DIFFICULTIES,

Effectually Concesls Outcroppinga of

Prospecting
Extremely Laborious=lohn R, Wat.
son Tells of Some of the Peculiar-
ties of the North.

|
“The diffculties ol mlnlnr to mn
Kiondike hay ve not b

the least, Jﬂhn IL Wetsen at tht
Grand Cen(rll hotel yesterday, “The
country is the most pecullar one I ever
viaited wnd unlike, 1 suppose, ang other
rth, unles
e Watson, who 1a one of the oldest
ploneers In Helena, Jeft for Déwion
tast Jawuary, arrlving 1bere June L He
had proposed 10 stay through the sum-
mer and the coming winter, but his
eyea began to trouble him, and he was
foreed to return home and by
eration performed on them.
pects to return, but Just when ho will
start will depend upon the condition
of his eyes.
Mr. Walzon opened the Arst atore In

Helena. IHe arrived at Last Chance in
9364, when there were not more than 25
persons ia o had cromed

the plalns with & smalil,atock of Ero-
cerles, 8nd upon his arrival opened &

years,
early Helena fires &nd ssveral years
ago retired from active business, Be.
mer and famillar  with
nd mining booms, it yas but
natural that ha snould have &n attack
of Klondlke tever and when hemade up
his mind to go h s there,
3Mr, Watson roused ono of the Alesken
Badeca in January, snd with a purty of
1 e head
waters of the Tukon, f g down 1o
the gold fleld when the fce went out
He returned by way of Bt Michaels,
leaving Dawson July
“I do not think that hydraullo win<
tog wil ever be apil nith oucvess
there,” he continued. ground ls
froen to n great depth, and the cou
ry trom ono end to anather s covered

rich veine of quarts, T do't see how
they wre golnk to be dlscovered. They
may talk about quarts mining el they
my opinlon, it will bo

‘mnt up there, 4t 1t ever doe Cowe
1ands and mountalos are covered with
this pecullar moss, which conceats the
formation as thoroughly as & yard of
sod would 1n thls counlry. How they
are go|ng to find quarts yeins throuxh
1hét mosn ts & mystery to me. If they
dlscover any velns it muat
aceldent and w prodiglous smount of
work.

“The moss of that reglon.Is indeed a
remarkable growth. As Isald before,
1t covers everything, and while it does

er as & sponge
might be. The anow o the winter
melta and the moss 1 mnrma with
water, forming & kin

which You iRk up fo your. knees in
v-mnx :bﬂu(. As there is %o draine
re to amount to anyhing, It Is
Trmponatble (o dispase of thia water and
20 mining cannot

eummer, except in & very few bench
ciaims, 1€ you take & quantity of Lhis
moss and throw It over & chunk of Ico

mer, the Ice wl

ums ‘will be preserv-
i evensn the aun.

ground

far as 60 feet and atill found It frozen—
the question 1s how did It become 8o
deeply frozen with the moss and snow
covering it, Mont of the miners I taike
ed with up there felieve that the
|ground was frogen from beneath, and
while I haven'l any theory ta account
for 1t, 1t seems certain (hat the whole
country was frosen before e moss
made {ta*appearunce. The moss thaws
in the sumier, but below the mosa tha
ground s frozen,

'l am told by some old-timel

rpecma atrange 1o think that the river

n unknown depth Is frozen
19, but I can well belleve that It In
feue, Wlthouss 2 do- ot know that i

If rowder could bo used 1o advan
o there, the froten ground eould be.
Hasted out, but a shot of glant ierely
lows a small hole in the bank or the
Dbottom of the shaft,

Bet off In rock. As yo rd,
the ground s thawed out from the top
by means of fires, bullt
lar  fashion

much a8 possl
hile this method peems primitive, T
don't see rww It can bo Improved upbn
up ¢ thing 1 noticedwas that
the.miners.are mot Ut £0 1he expenne
of purchaslng quicknitver an they uted |

sitver iy not needed when tleaning up
the. sices, excent in rare

s wondertully
‘e, But It In Sreathy overd Nor.
mally it would not support u greater
population than 7,000 or £,000, but IF
there i o man there now, thera are
.00, The people realizo that the
camp | is overdone and meny of them
out as fast ax pos
Thase who have maney ate carming out
o, e)mer up the river, which is the
shortest route, or down

10 8L Sichacin, which 'at 1his. sokson
of the year I ihe easler way to &0 out,
1n the spring end fall, however, the
Tiering aea 18 extremely rough and or-
dinurlly n those seasons. the trip up
the river can be made with more com-

ort,
1 There are mors men from Montane

her
1 believe that ant i
hed known around |
on't look for any

scarcity of provisions this fall or the
coming winter. There 1a no mare dan-
Xer of people starting In thal country

now than of the people who
came to Montana fn the urly days of
the terrltory. In places up there the

bo Sumerous aa

the buffalo used to be down the Vel
lowstane and as long as gsme i plene

\

ot going tol
e plenty of |

Ut the miners ace

I think thers
l'rvvlllonl In thero now, or W t
leaal who remain in The Kione
dike through the winter




