
FROZEN FROM BELOW

Theory Advanced 8y Minera In tha Klon-

dike to Explain Great Depths

of Frozen Ground,

MOSS ADDS TO THE DIFFICULTIES,

Effectuatly Concosle Outcroppings of

Quartz Leads, and Makes Prospecting
Extremely Laborious=John A. Wat-

son Tells of Some of the Pecullarie

ties of the North.

“The diMeuitles of aainine in the

Klondike have not bee! din

the least,” said. Joh om Watson at the
Grand Central hotel yesterday. ‘The

country is the most peculiar one J ever

vag ‘and untike, 1 suppose, any other

rth, unless it 1s Blberia.”

a Wateon, who is one of the oldest
pioneers in Helena, left for Daéwson

tast January, arriving there June L He

had proposed to atey through the sum-

mer and the coming winter, but his

eyes began to trouble him, and he was

start iol depend upon the condition
of his e:

Mr. Wate nm opened the Arst atore In
Helena, He arrived at Last Chance in

3864, whe were not more than 25

persons in the * He had crossed

the plains with 4 "small. atock of gro-
n hia arrival opened a

and continued In business many
years. “ite suffered loss through the
early Helena fires and several years

ago retired from active business, Be.

ing an old timer and familiar with

mining and mining booms, it was but

natural that he should have an attack

waters of the Yukon, floating down ie

the gold fields when the ice went o

He returned by way of BL Michaels
leaving Dawson July 28.

not think taat hydraullo mins“I do

fag will "ever be applied with succes:
there,” he continued. “The a is
frozen to a great depth, and the coun-
try from one end to another js covered

o2

thing up there, if it ever does. Lowe

lands and m alng are covered with

Ps thls country.

0 find quarts veins through
ry tome. If they

dlacover any velns it must be-by mere
accident and a prodigious amount of

“The mose of that region. ts Indeed a
before,

jog, and while it does

Meultles In winter,

ia yummer practically prohibits mine

Ing or prospecting. Around Dawso
for instance, where the country is level
the mosa Is as full of water asa sponge

might be, winter

‘melts and the moss Js saturated with

water, formin, swamp in
which you sink up to your knees in

eens abou am As there is ho drain-
e ount to anything, It is

ibe to “dlepase of this water an
}80 mining cannot oar on tn

mous depth—mine '@ FO!

far as 50 feet and still Cound it frozen

the question Js me 80

deeply frozen with the moss and snow

whole

country was defor

made {ts*app e, The thaws

in the emer put below the mosa the

ground ja frosi

old by fome old-timers up
there that below the river beds the
Bround was frozen In summer as well

as winter, In winter, atreame that are

not rapid, freeze to the bed, but there

are parta of the Yukon that never

freeze ‘over ow the current. I
eeems strange to think that tne tiver

bed unknown depth Ie frozen
solid, but I tan well bellows that {tls
true, although I do- hot know that it

at powder could be used to advane
tage there, the frozen ground could be.

blasted out, but a shot of glant merely

have héard,
the ground ja thawed out from the top

inby mea fires, built PCs
Nar fash so aa to direct the
heat duwnward as muc posslbdle.

“Yea, the

rich, but it is greatly overdone, Nor-

population than 1, 000, but IE

there 1 man there now, there are

60,000, The people realize that the

camp fs overdone eny of them

coming winter, There ls no more dan-

lowstone and as long as game ia plen-

: Noo.

ueal the miners are not going tal
arve, J think there are plenty of |
vieions Jn there now, ar ‘be at

least, for all who remaln, in the Klon-

dike through the wint


