
CAMDEN'S STRANGE MYSTERY
‘A Grave Yard's Uncauny Secret Un-
| earthed by Accident.

Murder Darkly Hinted at by County |
Officials.

i

1

The Nude Eody of a Colored Man.
Found in a Pine Box, "Neath a

Shallow Grave, With a Kope

Around the Neck.

Camden has another mystery, and, like all
the strange crimes which have been the ej

county’s portion inthe past two years, it,

dears the ertdence of a murder,
While searching in 4 graveyard for the |

vof arecently buried colored girl the|

naked corpse of a man was unearthed. The

features were horribly distorted and a rope
was tightly fastened around hisnack. The

grave was butatew inches over a foot in

depth, and none of the cemetery authorities

have the remotest idea how the mysterious
corpse came nto the cemetery. Ther
not aray of light upon the subject and. cire
cumstances point to another dark crime,

Murder is mentioned and ail sorts of vague

Tumors are agitating the people of the

county,

AN UNCANNY DISCOVERY,

« The manner in which the corpse was dis-

covered i isa most singularone. One week
agoa resident of New England wrote to|

Camden seehiag information about the body;

of Maggie Ash, a colored girl who had been

buried in Johnson’s Cemetery, a colored!

burying ground nedr Merchantville. Every |

day for the past week Sexton Natkaurel'
Johnson has made an elfort Ay locate the |
body ofthe missing Maggie |
Itw while in the arsuit of his work |

e yest sterdas discovered a pine
buried leas ran ‘thirteen inuhes below the
surface. The earth inthe vicinity of the

grave was disturbe dand the grave digger
thought he had tound the eofia whien pone
tained the corpse of the missing gir!

opening the box he was horrified to find no
coffin, butthe remains of a aude colored
man lying ‘face downward in the x, the
limbs twisted and the who le appearance of

suggesting sudden death a

violence.

THE NEWS SPREADING.

News of the startling discovery soon noised

around the country about Merchantville

and Stockton townships, It was not long

before the county officials began to be floored

with all kind of rumors.

One of them was in effect that anegro had

confessed the marder of Mrs. Annie Miller

at Merchantville, and had Been lynched by
the citizens. Shortly before 20 k Coun:

Physician Iszard and Co “oroner Edward af
Jetieries, "Assistant, Prosecutor Ridgway and
Morgue Keeper Powell started for the

scene. Upon reaching Johnson Cemeter.

they began an investigation of the remains.
@ body was that of & man appareatly 23

rears ofage. He was laying tace wi
ward. Leneath and above the corpse was
a quantity of salt hay. Some old clothing

fay under the head of the dead man.
removirg the hay the * officials

made the most startling discovery of their
; avestigation. Tied tightly around the

as a piece of three-quarter ta!

to the Camden Morgue aatila thorough

investigation could be

WAS HE STRANGLED? |
It was the general impression that the!

negro had been strangled. This can only

he decided by experts, owing to the fact

that the flesh around the neck and face bad

almost rotted away. An INQUIRER re

porter tried to discover who the dead man

was, but there are ne records kept of burials

in the cemetery, Inquiry about Merchant.

ville and in the lower section of Cainden,

which is thickly populated by negroes,
failed to disclose whether any of their race
had mysteriously disappeared o

A county official, in speaking "ot the dis-
covery, said last night that he believed the

taken to the graveyard and secretly buried.
This isa plausible theory, owing to ‘the man-

nerin which the box containing the body
was foun: .

© Jefferis last night instructed Con-
stable Teckett to summon a jury for an 1n-

To-morrow they will visit the John.

on Monday. Morgue keeper Powell said
that the most susnicious part of the affair in

, his mind was that the lid was tichtly

inailed, instead ot being screwed. Detec-
, tives Gallagher and Warner have been de-
, tailed on the


