THREE FIREMEN
MET DEATH [N
CAMDEN BLAZE

Trapped-in Eire--at-the Old
Sixth Regiment Armory
They Perished in Flames

NINE-OTHER PERSONS
™ RECEIVED INJURIES

Three firemen were killed and nine
persons injured at a fire Jast night whica
destroyed rihe, old armory building at
Bridge avenue, West and Mickle streets,
Camden, causing a Joss estimated at $30,-

The dead firemen are:

GEORGE SUIRLDS, 525 Kalghn avenue,
member of the Kaigon avesue chemical

WILTIA LIS, 220 Beckett street,
of the Kalghe avenue chemical come
paur.

WILLIAM JODES, 5i¢ Live street, mem-
Der of Entlur Company No,

The Injored

The injured, all of whom will recover,

are:

"Josiah Sage, 917 Souih Lighth street,
Kaighn avenue company, cut head and.
face; Seth Monnell, 744 Mt. Vernon
street, Kaighn avenue company, scalp’
wouzds; George Quinn, 516 Line street,
JKaighn avenue company; cut face; Mar-
tin Carrigan, 5iG Chaton-: street, Engine
Company No. 1, lacerated.Jace and hands;
J. W.Simpson, 531 Cedar street, Engine
Company No.®, lacerations of sealp and
face; James Elberson, 628 Nortk Fourth
street, Engine Company No. 4, contused
wounds of the legs; William Elberson,
231 Taylor, avenue, Engine Company. No.
2, injured about the back; Charles
Worthington, 1017 Penn street, Engine
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Company No. 3, internally injured; Har-
1y Dease, a citizen, cut about the face.
The six o'clock whistles were blowing
when smole was zeen issuing from the
northeast corner of the building. A mo-
ment later two boys ran out of a deor,
one of whom notified Policeman Isaac
Toy that the structure was on fite. The
officers immediately turned in an alarm.
In rapid succession other alarms were
&iven, until the entire department was

on the scene.
One of the first companies to arrive!
was the Kaighn avenuve truck. As the

men drove up to the scene grest tongues
of flame were fast eating ther way
through the yellow pine timbers of which

\
\
ry, and belong-
Alcott, was flooded with wa.
ter. At this place there were forty horses,
ali of which were rescued. ‘
Formerly a Market ‘

The destroyed building was erected in.
1873, by a number of wellknown Cam-
den men, as the Farmers' and Merchants’
Market. From the first it was not a
euccess, and subsequently became kuown
as the pera Housc. After &

the west side of the armo
ing to C, M.

In 1886 the building was purchased by
the State ar an armory._ for the old Sixth
Regiment, N. G. N.'J. For ten years
Camden’s aitizen soldiers drilled and gave
Lalls and receptions in the bulding. When
the regiment moved to the new armory
on Haddon avenue the old structure was
cut up into several rooms and had been
used by many different concerns. Recent-
l’h'l Snmh“d!by thke Penr: 1\13:;

ilroad Company to make way for the
ile\a!e& l;:l‘lixoad. A‘“ the tenants had
cen ordered to vacate.

The origin of the fire is unhnown. In-
fcendiarisem .18 hinted at apd Mayor Ellis
declared he will deta] the detectives
on the cate to-day to make a rigid inves-

of the matter, he aid it is
very peculiar that most of Camden’s fires
occur about the time the firemen are at
their meals.  This bas been the case
in most every blaze 1f any importance
m the city. The Mayor also highly com-
mended the excellent work of the men

the interior was constructed. The mamn
doors at the éntrance on Mickle street
were burst open and the firemen entered
amud a perfect shower of sparks and
faling debm<. In this party were the
three ill-fated firemen, Dease, and Fire-
men Harry Haines, Joreph Ermest,
Geerge Quinn, Seth Mounell and Joseph

il

After great difficulty the men worled
their way into the blazing building about
twenty Dense volumes of smoke
almost suffocated them and several drop-
ped to the floor.

Dash for the Doors

Whale the firemen were waiting for the
water a false celing thirty feet above
them and composed of floor boards began
cracking and bending. A sheut of warn-
ing was given by Dease, and he and his
ccmpanions made a dash for the doors.
It was impossible to sce a foot before
them, and all blindly groped their way
to the open doors but Jobes, Shields and
Hullman. That they did not come out of
the bullding was not known for ceveral
runutes later. Then reports were circu-
later that they had been taken to near
by houses, but these were found to be
false. Their companions then tried to
work therr way back to their aesistance,
but by this time the interior was a seeth.
ing furnace.

Subsequently, when the blaze had been
somewhat subdupd, firemen and pobiee-

missing

men instituted a search for the
men. Where the latter had been there
wak a great pile of blackened timbers
and twisted iron. After vigorous efforts
this was removed

Finding the Dodies

First there came to light Shield's hel-
met, and a few feet distant his body
and those of Hillman and Jobes,
scorched and blackened almost beyond
recogmition, were found. If was them
learned how they had met their deaths.
Instead of going toward the open doo
way they bad evidently become bewl-
dered and, turning, ran into a toilet
room to which thers was no outlet.
There they were quickly cut off from|
their comrades and, becoming uncon-|
ecious from the smoke, all three dro; ped |

the floor. where dcath overiook them.!

The bodies were, carried out and’
taken to the Moygue.

In the meantime every portion of the
structure became s mass of fames. Fed
by the pine, great tongues of fire sqnmt
into the air, across Mickle and \Vest
streets, where the dwellings were badly
seorched. The families residing in these
in several instances became panic-strick-
en and began removing therr household
efects. dlen, women and children tan
excitedly about. It is awing to the excel-
lent work of the firemen that these
structures were not destroyed.

Spectacular Blaxe

Chief Elfieth quickly concluded there
nas no hope of saning the armory and he
directed a dozen lines of hose totard the

hwellinge, many of which became 20 hot
that the streams of water fairly sizzled.
. The hre was a spectacular one, light-
ing up the beavens for miles around.
Thousands of persons crowded the thor-
oughfares leading to the blaze, but excel-
lent order nas preserved wider the dirce-
tion of Acting Chicf of Police Schregler,
who quickly 'had the streets roped off
and guarded by the officers.

ere was considerable danger at first
from falling electrio. wires, which, sphuk
tered among the firemen’ and ofttimes
wires also

Railroad

amidst the onlookers. ese
fell across the Pennsvlvania
ompany’s tratks on Bridge aveaye and
|suburban trains were stalled for over an
our, At ong time the flames approached
o near the fasnnzer_coacbes that they
had to be taken back into the yard.
Stubborn Blase
For three hours the firemen fought the
flames before they got them
trol and it was not unti] an early hour
this morning that they left the smoulder-
5.

mi_ roins.

he building was occupied by_several
concerns, wmeluding the Camden Bowling
.éme;s nose loss amoynted

:  William
l\w‘eckt.hlur:ﬂ‘mri Toss $500, and .
oT,. eatrical scenery, lo:

The houses badly corched an
occupante follow;
Sharwood; 104, ‘vacant;
erman; Lewis Certain; 110,
nenter; 112, and 114, D:

20, Mrs, 1da Paul; 122, Mrs. ‘Farl
123, Joha Campbeil; 126,
416" Mickle street, Tohn Widden;
Neloon Hart; 420, Ho-W. Wilson? 4
Jules Boxch; 424, Garduer Corson: 426,

. Borquin, |
' ’lx’"be pﬁ{s immedistely. adjeining on

P
- ,.\av!}
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John
Richard Car-
amel Mehlin}

- -

n preventing a spread of the tlames.




