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q“ *1 Went to See Him, Nevertheless
(Copyrignt, 19000, br A L, Drummond exd A, L. Baz:

N the language of thleves, n safs ls n "‘opnu:'

For more (han thirty years Willlam 1I. Robloson

worked exclusively as & bank burglar, Hence the

name, “Gopher DIL” which was bestowed upon

bim by bis Iriends in token of his persistency. As

fong as Gopher s cyesight was keen and bis muscles

{ Mmber, nothiog looked 50 good to Lim as a bank
yault, *

Dot thers came & day when bo codld o Joriger
scale an Iron fenco st a bound nor wWork & drill with
mccutacy, Aud on that day he began to do what any
bther moneyless okl man must do—Dpick up odd Jobs.
Put Gopher's lesser taske were like hia grenter ones—
primiaal, He peddled countertest money, ran errands
Tor thass of big friends who happened fa be fn fafl,
and sojnetimes’ went through a house 12'the windows

w, unlocked, and he was sure no one Was

At homs,
1 rethomber a pariicular occasion when Gopber, in
making §2 for hlmself, made as eoormous amount ot
uble for others. While 1 was Jn charge of the
hiladelphia dlyision of the Sccret Bervice an old com-
panlon of Gopher came tnte my otfice one day and
101d ma he had sorme news, IXo said Lie bad seen the
©ld man ia & key store busing keys. Ifo questfoned

*% bim and learned that be Intended to tako the keys to

the Nowcastle (Detaware) prison and glvé them to
“Big Fraok® McCoy, Who was serving timo for the
robbery of a bank In Wiimington. Gopher told my in.
formant that he was gofog to run over with the keys
the next morning and that on the night of the ssme
\ay #“Big Frank" would walk out,

MeCoy had walked out once befors while serving
the same aentence, and I knew the faformation was
more than likely to ba correct. 801 wrote to the War
den and gelegrapbed the postmaster at Wilmiugton &
requet to deliver the letter fa person Smmediately
ater ita arztval.

Two days later I was -umrmd to read 1n the morn.
19§ newspapers that “Big Frank” had escaped from
the Newcastle prinon the night Gopher sald he would
0. I {vhs aetounded. DIy letter should have reached
the warden in plenty ot Lime to warn ktm, and in 1y
telegrak to the Tostmaster I had told him of McCoy's
plan to escape. Eo I went to Wilimington to find out
what was the matter,

"*“Did you get a telegram from me two days agol®
1 acked the Postmaster,

“Yeny

* “Did yon reeexv- the Jetter for the warden?™
~Ob, ye replied, “and T delivered it to~hlm
pmomur, an lmn 8 1t come.”

Then I went 10 gea the warden.

*DIA you'get a letter from me? T asked,

“Yed, T 4id," be maly; “but when the P«ummn

‘Things Aidn’t look right to mo, and after 1 umrned
Lo r I sent to the ca
report n which 1 advocated“furtber lnvuunmm.
In thid I was overrnled, on the ground that the mat.
ter concerned the Blate of Delaware rather than the
United 8 “Blg Frank” was never captured and
fopher waa left o the peaceful'enfoyment of his §2,

1o 1§70, bowerer, tho old may concelved an idea
that put him In tpe Pententiary, I hodn't secn him
Sor months when oné day « leiter came asking me to
£O to wee him, 1 knew he mever wanted to see me
udlesw. bo boped o et somethlog for Qopher, as T
#110 knew he could not be beliored under oath. 1
went to see him, nevertheless, Intending to listen to
what he asld and fnvestizate sny stateménts that
might seem to be tmportant,

“Mr. Drummond.” satd he, “a rich old farmer from
lopewell, Fu., 18 coming in hers ‘to-morrow to buy
some cyunterfelt money, I will polat him out to you
on the atreet i€ you want me to, and you can ‘shake
him down' for $56000, But you must give me balt
of 1t

1,may remark, pareathetically, that to “shake down®
& counterfelt money buyer 1a to arrest him and then
take good money for turning tim loose,

T asked DIl how be knew tle man was coming.
Bometliug In the way I asked the question, perhaps,
made the old man suspect that T doubted the corrects
Dess of'hig story. Elia heart was sot upon securing my
msalstance Jn the task of sbaking down the Pennsyl.
vanla farmer, and be at once set forth to prove to me

ltbe reliability of bis tntorroation,

“DIA you know bld Jim RogeraT* bo usked,

“I. 411 whes b Was allve,” bald 2 T kmow h¢

“nuﬂ ta deel fn wounterfelt money.”

“Well, old Jim was a great friend of mine, and
when be was about $o dle he sent for me. ile was
1)ing in bed, bardly able to tdtk above & whisper, but
when I sat down bestde him he put his hand out
from under the covers and clasped mine, ‘Gopber,’
524 he, ‘you've alivaya been on the square with to,
and now that I am about todie I want to wil you my
bustness. As you know, I've got a lot of customers
for counterfelt money all over P'ennaylvanla, When
they want any stuff they write to me, Part of them
know me by my own name and send thelr letters in
care of a saloon in Filbert street, The others know
me as Jim Martln and send thelr orders fu care of
another paloon, 1 want you to have all of this busl-
ness now, Gopher, Go to these saloons, get my mail
aud fill,the ordera yourselt.*

By good rights, you sce, I should have bad ail of
old Jim's business—but I haven't had it. One of the
saloons his held out on me, The fellow Who rups it
bas kept all the letters and sold the counterfelt him-
sclf. That'sbow I know this Pennsyliapla farmer ls
coming. I've got wind that he wrote to the other
place aud made arrangements.”

All the while that Gopher was telliog wue tbls story
the thought was running through my mind, "I'll catch
Gopher and tho saloon keeper now—get them dead to
righta, and put Loth of them o the penttentlary.”
However, when he had finlshed speaking 1 only sald
to bim—

“I'll have & man racet you to-morrow at any place
you say, Bill, and wo'll arrest the farmer. Il not go
nyself, becouse ail of the counterfeit money penple
know me too well. I've got & very clever negro on my
staft—ITl send him,

Gopher thought the negro jden was & good one, I
had 1o colored man At Work under me, but I felt that
it Copber wau Iying about the farmer in order to lay
A trap for me [ could get a white man up cloas to
him whifk he was looklng for a negro,

“But T Want this underatood before we go any fur-
ther,” I continued, “I shall try to get the farmer to
tell from whom he bought the counterfelt, and If he
dml 3t I'll put that man Ia the penitentiary, If he re-
I gut the farmer bimsel¢ ln the peniten.

u-ry."

“Ihen LIl not point out the man to you” sald
oplier, and further negqUiations were off, us 1 ex-
‘pected they would be, ¥ '

When I went buck to tho office T wrote a letter
to the chiet of tho wenvice askivg him to send 3V, W,
11all to Towanda, Pa., 10 Awalt crders from e, which
was dome, 'Then I wrote fo I A, Dates, a police
ofictal of Scranton, asking his co-operation, And to
hoth st and Bates 1 fornarded tho deaft of a letter,
which I asked them to copy and suall, one lelter to bo
directed to Jim Nogers and the other to Jim Martln.
The letter wan ag followai—

“Friend J1m:~T expect to be down to (he' city next
week, I wish you would let me know whether you
bave any high grade stuff, efthier paper or wtlver,
am anxious to get hold of & little 1f it's the klad 1
waot”

‘The letler was copled and sent, 1fall Mgning his
note “Iimory Fowers,” and directing It to Jim Nogers,
and Dates aigning- bis letter “William Btark,” and
directing It to Jim Martln,

Tn each fnatance  reply was recelved almost by
retarn mall. Dates recelred a lettet from old
Qopher 1L himselt, as I know from the hendwriting.
BIR, Bowever, merely told his correspondent {o come
an bim whea, ke toached hiladelphis,

Hall's letter was npsvered by n man whom 1
shall call Moran, stace I understund he is now leads
ing & compatatively decent Mfo and hau reputable rel-
#tives, Of course, Moran slgned the name of Nogers,
but I know who he was, In hls reply ho was aw
frank and outspoken af (Jopher was guarded, describ-
1og bis goods as freely-as might & legitimate merchant
#0d urglog Hall to corme down and make & denl.

1At once wrote to ITall and Bates to make appoint-
1nenta for meotings, 1 alsa fnstructed Bates to arTanga
to see Gopher BUL a few daye priSt to the meeilng
between all and Moren. To make Gopher and Moran
feel entirely at their easo When the time came to put
through tha deals 1 3ald a little trap for them. Gopher
and Moran, 1t will be remembered, had represented
themuelves Ln thelr correspondence to be Rogers and
Martin, tespectively. Rogers, alita Martln, was &
talt wan, Gopber and Motan were shutt and fat. 8ol
h1d Pates and Hall to folgn surprise and to appear
apwlclons when they kept thelt appointinents—to
somment nn Lhe fact tbat old 3lm ‘whom thay lhwld
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declare they knew well, was tall and lean, while the
wen who came to deal,in hia nawe were the oppouite,

Niates carried -out hla fustfuciions to the letter.
Playing the part of a scepticat old tarmer, he re-
fused for some tims to do business at mll, DUl at
Srat attempted to reassure him with geocral. atate.
rments, and finally told the story of how old Jtm had
dled and willed him his customers, Tbis explanation
satlsficd Dates snd he bought two bundred trads
dollars,

In the case of Moran 1 thought I saw an oppor-
tunity to use his incriminating letter to Hall as evl.
dence agalnst him. Ih order to do so, howover, it
was neceasary,to devise a way to get him to identlfy,
1t without knowing he was dolug so, After,photo-
raphing his letter I therefore tora out the words i
which be bad descrived tue g0ods he had for sale, and
wrote on the back of the sheet what appeared to be
wemoranda regarding the parchase of household ot
tecta—this for & purpose that 1 aball soon make clear,

When the dag-came for Iall to meet Moran 1 told
Gopher I wanted him to go with me to Camden td’
tell me 1t & wun whom I pretended 1 expected to
nrrest was ons of the men coucerned in a robbery
that Gopher knew mbout. Thy old man, knowing
e would get §2 for his trouble, readlly consented to
Ro. TWhat I wanteq was to get Gopher out of Plila.
delpbla while Hall and Moran were negotiating, aa [
knew Moran, 1n order to protect himself, would hire
BUl to pass out the counterfelt and Ffecetvo Hall's
kood money, With one excuse and another I kept the
0\ man in Camden untll afternoon, by which thme
T calculated that Moran would bava tired of walting
for hit and finished the deal himsel:

Hall afternard told me that Moran ran all over
tonn, pretending he wis trylng to find the man who
had the counterfelt, and eventually pasted It over
iaselt, .

Tho next thing was to get Gopher into Jats as quiet.
Iy aa possible in order not to glve Moran an oppor-
tunlty to flee before we could get bim too. So I told
him I wanted bm to ‘go,with e to help me identlty
A man for whom 1 pretended to be looking, = We
walked over to the entrance of the bulldlag fa which

the United Statea Marshal's office was located, ang
then I told him 1 thought we bad better go Inatde, as
1 aid not_want to bo seen. Deforo he tealized It [
had him fn the Marshal's ofice. I gave a signal to
Tous Marple, the chlef deputy, and be put the old
man ynder arrest,

Marple and I then started for Moran's palson. As
we drew near {ha place Moran camo out and walked
down the btreet 1o our directlon, Bforan knew Marple
well, an ho dId me, and when ho met us he extended
A band to ench In salutatlon, Ench of us crasped n
Band and shook ff. Encl of us hetd tho hand we
grasped. As the duratlon of the greeting scemed to

Willlim, H. Roblnson

Boran to be & little protonged, he looked frst at Bare
ple, then at me, in a startled sort of way, He tried
to pull his hands.away, 'They were fast.

“Cowe with me,” sald Marplo. “You are under
arrest,”

Gopher's case was aet irst for t1lal aud he pleaded
gullty, Judge Cadwallader, who wes on the bLeuch,
recoived the plea and remanded Hill for sentence untll
Saturday—It was then Tuosday, it I remember cor.
rectly, Morun's cace camo nest, and he put up &
stubborn fight, in hts duy ho had been powerful fn
local politics, and & number of promiuent mén Kstitied
10 his good character, It wa then tbit the attorney
for the government made s of the letter that Moran
bed wriiten to TIAL, Jo Which he told about ihe
Aifforent kinds of countertelt ho had to sell,

Hall was called to the stand and testiled to what
took place at the medting when Moran gold bim the
counterfest,

“The firat thing I 414" #ald Ha)l, “was to upbrald
BIm for writlag me so unguardedly, ‘What do you
mean,! said 1, ‘by wending such & letter through the
mallgr
foran asked If 1t could be posstble that he had
heu. 80 careloss. I replied In the amrmative and
withdrew from my pocket his leiter, ‘There's what
you wrote, said 1, ‘only I have torn out the worde
1a which you described the counterteit. Don't sver do
that agnin.

*IF dldu't reallze; sald Moraz, ‘that I bad been so
el {ve me the leltor, &nd he reached out
Rhis hand to*take it,

“INo/ Wald Y, a4 1 tormed tbe sheet over.
bave written Yoma some §

T

hings oaithe;beck of the
ngs Softboejbeck of the

Paper that.I must buy for my family and I want to
keep dtr

“IAIL right! sald Mor:
you get through with 1™

This testimony, of course, It 1t weta true, con-
stituted a complete identification of the letter, Dut a
tortnnate circumstance bad glycn me additional proof,
Before Moran's mriest [ hud sent him A letter, in
which I asked him to writo and let me know whera
and when I gould see him, I wupposed he would
scud the reply to my office, and therefore 1 gavo no
address. 1 was surprised, theiefure, ohe evening
when he came to my house and asked to see me, I
went to the door and be handed me a jetter,

“Here Is a Jetter that I wrota to you to-day,” sald
he, “but when [ enme to direct it I found that you
Uad glhen no address, and o 1 did not know the
street number nf your bpuse 1 brought it over, There
is mothing 1n It except the stat{ment that I co® see
301 1f you nant ma 10 lu the Lack room of wy saloon
nexf Bunday morning.”

1 thanked him, and put {he mm— In 10y pocket with.
out readiug 1t. T know It would come fn Landy In
Dbacking op his Jetier to Hall, and Svanted to get Jt
out of bls sight,

After 1all had Antshed hia testimony I was enlled
to ihe stand, whero I told the story of the second
lelter, As tbe law stood at that thne, attorneys could
not make compailsons between Acknowledged and
diuputed examples of handwritlug for the purpose of
showing thefr siraliarity, Lut tha™two letters were
nevertheless handed to thy ju

Motan was comlcted without besltatlon, and sens
tenged to four years’ {mpriconmente) The soverity of
thie sentence Ynade Gophier chiange”hia mind about

‘but tear it up as soon es

“What Do You Mean by Sending
Such a Letter Through the Mlih)"

“pleading gullty, and be asked pecmisaion to withdrdw

bis plea, Thie term of court was about to close, and
Judge Cadwallader sadd Lhe plea nust stand untess
the government could get fts Wltnewes buck before
tho following Wednesday, Sotno of the witnesses
were atready as far away 2 Chiengo, and the require.
ment of {he court could therefore not ba met.

Gopher Bill stood uy tn tear and trembliog to recelve
hin scatence.

*“Tho sentenca of thls court,” sald Judge Cadwallas
der, o the squeaky votce that all who know hind will
80 well remens 1s that the defendant be lmprls.
oted 1n the State Penfteutlary for a period of elghteen
mouths” -

"Tha unexpected lentency atmost unnerved Gopher,
12 he had gone to trial he probably would have got
810 years,

‘The old man, who was then sixty-five, scrved bis
te, came out, aud, great bank burgler that he bad
been In lis prime, was tho cheap Landy man of eriml-
ntls to tho end of his days, Moran alo served hts
full sentcuce, I fownd out afierward that be e
tended to “put me vut of buslucss,” as ha expressed
It, 1 T had kept the appolntment to mcet him fn the
back room of hia saloon that Sundsy morning. Tie
told & number of his gang that such wan his inten.
tion, It waw Beyer my purpose to mect him, but 1f 1
fud 1 presume that somebody who was ostensibly s
drunken loafer would have tried to give me & black
e3¢, Moran would havo kicked bim out of the place—

seting and as my frend
Which Moran snd all bl lends would bave gloated
over my discomfitme,

e xExT sTony 1¥ THIS smRics wits'ar.
TEAR NEXT SUNDAY.)




