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“1 Went to See Him, Nevertheless

‘’

worked exclusively as a bante burglar,

name, “Gopher BU,” which was besto

Hence the

wed upon

him by his friends in token of his persistency, As

Yong as Gophers eyesight was keen and bia muscles
Umber, nothing looked so good to him as a ee

4 vault. -
Bot there came a day when be codld no fouiger

scale an Iron fence at a bound nor work a drill with

accutacy, And on that day he began to do what any

ther moneyless old man must do—pick up odd jobs.

ut Gopher's lesser tasks were like his grenter ones—
primfinal, He peddled counterfeit money, ran errands

Yor thease of big friends who happened ta be tn jail,

and sometimes’ went through a house ig the windows

were low, unlocked, aud be was sure no one was

at home,

I rethember a particular occasion when Gopher, in

moaking $2 for himself, mado aa enormous amount of

able for others, While I wae in charge of the
hiladelphia division of the Secret Service au old com:

panion of Gopher came inte my offica one day end

told ma he had some news, Ite sald he had seen the

old man in a key store buying keys. He questfoned

% pi and learned that be intended to take the keys to

the Newcastle (Delaware) prison and giv¢ them to

“Big Frank” McCoy, who was serving time for the

robbery of a bank in Wilmington, Gopher told my Ine

formant that he-was going to run over with the keys

the next morning and that on the night of the same

Way “Big Frank” would walk out,

McCoy had walked out once before while serving

the same sentence, and I knew tbe {nformation was

more than likely to be correct, Sol rota to the War-

and Wilmiagton a
request to deliver the Tetter ja person immediately
after its arriva)

Two days lates Iwas surprised to read in the morn«
ing newepapers that “Big Frank” had escaped |

the Newcastle prison tho night Gopher said he would
I Was astounded, My letter should baye reached

the warden in plenty of tlme to warn him, ‘and in iny

telegratn to the Postmaster I had told him of McCoy's
plan to escape. So I went to Wilmington to Ond out

Nhat was the matter,
"* “Did you get @ telegram from me two days ngo?*
z asked the Postmaster,

“Did yon receitre the letter for the warden
“Oh, yes,” he replied, “and J delivered ft to“ him

personally, As soon a8 It came.’
Then I went to gee the wa sede
"Dla vou “get a letter from mer" Tasked.
“Yes, T did," he said; “but when the Postmaster

Gelivered It to me I was busy at something else, put

it In my pocket and aid not find it until to-day.”
Things didn’t look right to mo, and after I returned

fo Phiadelphin I sent to th, Washington office a

report in which I advocated’ further investigation,

In thi¢ I was,overrnied, on the ground that the mats
ter concerned the State of Delaware rather than the

United Atates, “Big Yrank’? was never captured and

Gopher wae left to tha peaceful'enjoyment of his $2,

Iu 1970, however, tho old way conceived an {dea

that put him in the pententlary, I hadn't seen him

for monthe when oné day a letter came asking me to
go to ace him. 1 knew he never wanted to see mo
unless. be hoped to get somethtog for Gopher, as I
alao knew he could not ba believed under cath. I
went to see him, hevertheleas, Intending to lsten to

a t; what he sald an te any
might seem to be {mportan .t,
“Mr, Drummond.” said he, “a rich old farmer frow

Tlopewell, Pa., ta coming in here ‘to-morrow to buy

some cpunterfelt money, I will point him out to you

on the atreet if you want me to, and you can ‘shake

him down’ for 85,000, But you must give me halt

of it”

Lmay remark, parenthetically, that to “shake down”

a counterfeit money buyer is to arrest him and then

take good money for turning tim loose,

Y I asked DUI how he knew the man was coming,

Bomething in tho way I asked the question, perhaps,

made the old man suspect that I doubted the correct>
ness of’bis story, His heart was sct upon securing my
mealstance Jn the task of sbaking Gown the Pennsyl-

vanla farmer, and he at once ast forth to prove to me

< reliability of bia information
“Did you know oid Jia Rogera?* he asked,
“1.04 whey be, was autres” dald 2 “T know ne

«test! ta deal tn countertelt mo: . 7”

“Well, old Jim was a great friend of mine, and

when he was about to dle he sent for me. He was

lying in bed, hardly able to titk above a whisper, but

when I sat down beside him he put bis hand out

from under the covers and clasped mine. ‘Gopher,’

said he, ‘you've alfvaya been on tho square with me,

end now that I am about to die I want to will you my

business. As you know, I’ve got a lot of customers

for counterfeit money all over Pennsylvania, When

they want any stuff they write to me, Part of them

know me by my own name and send thelr letters in

care of a saloon in Filbert etreet, The othera know

me as Jim Martin and send their orders in care of

another saloon, I want you to have all of this bust-

ness now, Gopher, Go to these saloons, get my mail

and fil the ordera yourself.’

“By” good f ghts, you see, I should have bad ail of
old Jim's pusiness—but I haven't had {t. One of the
saloone bas held out on me, The fellow who runs {

hae kept all the letters and sold the counterfeit him-
self, That's how J know this Pennsylsupla farmer ts

coming. I've get wind that he wrote to the other

Place aud made atrangements,”

All the while that Gopher was telling me this story

the thought was running through my mind, "I'll catch

Gopher and the sufoon keeper now--get them dead to

righta. and put both of them io the penitentiary.”

Nowever, when he had finished speaking I only sald

*

“I'll have a man meet you to-morrow at any place

you say, Bitl, and we'll arrest the farmer, I'll not go

myself, becouse all of the counterfeit money people

know me too well. I've got 4 very clever negroon my

ataff—I'lt send him," ~

Gopher thought the negro idea was a good one,

had no colored man at work under me, but I felt that

if Gopber was lying about the farmer in order to lay

a trap for me { could get a white man up close to

him whilé be was looklag for a negro,

“But I Went this underatood before we go any fur-
ther,” I continued, “I sball try to get the farmer to

tell from whom he bought the counterfeit, and If he
does It I'l] put that man in the penitentiary, If he re«

fuses IU put the farmer Bimeself tn the pentten-

tlary,”

“Then Pil not polnt out the man to you,” sald

Gopher, and further beatin were off, us 1 e
‘pected they would be.

When I went back to tho office I wrote a letter
to the chief of the service asking him to send AV, W.

Mall to Towanda, Pa., to await orders from ne, which
was done, Then I wrote to I, A, Bates, a police

official of Scranton, asking his co-operation, And to

hoth Iall and Bates I forwarded tho dreft of a letter,
which J asked them to copy and mall, one letter to he
directed to Jim Rogers and the other to Jim Martin.
‘The letter was as fullows:—~

“Friend Jim;-—! expect to be down to the city next

week, I wish you would let me know whether you
bave any high grade stuff, elther paper or ailver,
am anxious to get bold of a little 1f {t's the kind 1
want.”

The letter was copted and sent, Hall signing his
note “Tmory Powers,” and directing It to Jim Rogers,

nd Bates signing: bis letter “Wiliam Stark," and
directing tt to Jim Martin,

In each tnstance a reply was recelved almost by
retarn mail, Bales received a letter trom old

Gopher ISil himself, ag I knew from the handwriting.
Buh, however, merely told hts correspondent to come
and see him whea,he reached Philadelphia,

Hall's letter was apsvered by a man whom I
shall call Moran, sinca I understund he te now lead-
ing a compatatively deceot life and has reputable rel+
atives, Of couree, Moran slgned the name of Rogers,

but I knew who he was, In his reply ho was as

frank and outspoken af Gopher was guarded, deacrib-
fog bis goods as freelyas might « legitimate merchant
and urgiog Hall to come down and make a dent,

Tat once wrote to Tall and Bates to make appolat-

inents for meotings, J also Jastructed Bates to arranga

to see Gopher Bul a few days pridr to the meeting
between Hall and Moran. To make Gopher and Bforan

feel entirely at their ease when the time caine to put

through the deals I lald a little trap. for them, Gopher

and Moran, it will be ee Pp:

in thelr d 0 be Iogers and

Martln, respectively. Rogers, allns ° startin, was a
tall inan, Gopher and Moian were shurt and fat. Sol
told Bates and Mall to feign sutprise and to appear

apepiclous when they kept thelt appointinents—ta

tal

comment on the fact that oldTip, whom thoy, should
susartnlodd
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declare they knew well, was tall and lean, while the

11 who came to dealin hia name were the oppovite,

Rates carried ‘out bis tustructions ta the letter,
Playing the part of a sceptical old farmer, he re-

fused for some time to do business at nll, Dill at

first attempted to reassure him with general. atate.

ments, and finally told the etory of how old sin had

dled and willed him This §

satisfied Bates and he bought two hundred trade

dollars,

In the case of Moran I thought I snw an oppor-

tunity to nse his incriminating letter to Hall as ert.

dence against him. ~order to do so, however, it

wan necessary to devise a way to get him to identify,

it without knowing he was dolug so. After, photo-

graphing his letter I therefore tore out the words In

which be had described the goods he hod for sale, and

wrote on the back of the sheet what anpeared to be

memoranda regarding the purchase of household ef

tects—this for a purpose that I shall soon make clear,

When the day-eame for Hall to meet Moran I told

Gopher I wanted him to go with me to Camden to’

tell me {f a man whom I pretended I expected to

atrest was .one of tha men concerned in a robbery

tbat Gopher knew about. The old man, knowlog

he Would ast $2 for his trouble, readily consented to
zo. What I wanted was to get Gopher out of Phila.

delpbla vebfle Malt and Moran were negotiating, as I

knew Moran, {on order to protect himself, would hire

Bil to pass out the counterfelt and feceive Mall's
good money, With one excuse and another I kept the

pla man in Camden unttl afternoon, by which time
‘T calculated that Moran would bave tired of waiting
for him and Onished the deal himeelf,

Hall afterward told me that Moran ran all over

town, pretending he wi trylng to find the man who
had th ity passed {t over

himsclf,

‘The next thing was to get Gopher Into Jal! as quict-

ly aa possible in order not to glyo Moran an oppor.

tunity to flee before we could get him too. So I told

him I wanted bim to ‘go,with me to help mo Sdentify
a man for whom I pretended to be looking. We

walked over to the entrance of the bullding ja which

the United States Marshal'a office was located, and

then I told him 1 thought we bad better go Inalde, as

I Ald not want to be seen, Pefore he realized it I

had him fn the Marshal's office. I gave a signal to
Tou: Marple, the chief deputy, and he put the old

man under arr

Marple and T then started for Sfornn’s saloon, As
we drew near tha place Moran came out and walked

down the btrect in ove directlou. Bforan knew Marple

well, as ho did me, and when he met ws he exteaded

a hand to each in salutation, Each of us grasped a

hand and shook it, Each of us held the hand we

grasped. As the duration of the grecting seemed to

foSint Bowe.Zee

Willidmt. Roblnaea

Moran to be a llttle prolonged, he looked first at Mar

ple, then at me, in a startled sort of way. He tried

to pull his hands-uway, They were fast,

“Come with me,” said Marple. “You are under
arrest,”

Gopher’s case was set first for tilal and he pleaded

guilty, Judge Cadwallader, who was on the beuch,

received the plea and remanded BU] for sentence untll

Saturday—-l¢ was thea Tuceday, lf 1 remember core

rectly, Moran's case came next, and he put up a

stubborn fight, tn his day ho bad been powerful in
local politica, and a number of prominent mén Kstified

to his good character, It was then that the attorney

for the government made uso of the letter that Moran

bad written to Il, jn Which he told about ithe

Aiforent kinds of counterfelt he had to sell,

ial! waa called to the stand and testiled to what

took place at the meéting when Moran sold him the

counterfeit,

“Tho firat thing I did,” sald Ifa), “was to upbrald
him for writing me so unguardedly, ‘What do you

mean, said J, ‘by sending such a@ letter through the

mally

“Moran ashed if tt coutd be posstble that he had

been so careless. I replied in the afirmative and
withdrew from my pocket his letter, ‘There's what

you wrote,’ said [, ‘only I bave torn out the words

fu which you described the counterfeit, Don't ever do
that again,

“4E dbin’t realize’ sald Moran, ‘that I bad been so

careless, Give me the letter,’ and he reached out

his hand toMtake it,
“No! ala ¥, a8 2 tarned the sheet over.

have, written Gow:pay, ten Gown some things
1

onjthozback of the
pied, 4

paper that. I must buy for my family and I want to

“ vAIL right.’ sald ue *but tear it up as soon as
you get through w:

This testimony, of. ‘cou if a were true, con+
stituted a complete fdentifeation of the letter, Buta
fortunate circumstance had glyco me additional proof,

Before Moran's ariest £ had ‘sent him a etter, in
which J seked bim to write and Jet me know where

and when J could see him. I supposed he would

send the reply to my office, and therefore I gavo no

address. I svaa surprised, therefore, one evening

when he came to my house snd asked to see me, I

went to the door and be handed me a ‘etter,

“Here is a letter that I wrote to you today,” said

he, “but when I enamo to dircet it I found that you

bad given no address, and ag I did not know the

street number of your house I Drought it tre agpere

is nothing tn it except the atatiment that r weg

jou ff you want me to lu the back room of my ‘saloon
vnexf Sunday morning.”

I thanked him, and put ihe letter In wy pocket with.

out reading it, I knew Jt would come fn bandy In

backing vp his Jetter to Hall, and ‘wanted to get Jt
out of bis sig’

After Ifall had Antshed hia testimony I was called
to the stand, where I told tha story of the second

letter, As the law stood at that tine, attorneys could

hot make between get and

dfaputed etamples of handwrillug for tbe purpose of
showlng their airatiarity, but the” twa letters were
nevertheless handed to th? jury.

Moran wae convicted without ronan and set.
tenced to four years’ impriso: The severity of

tlie sentence Ynade Gopher change hia mind about

“What Do You Mean by Sending

Such a Letter Through the Mails?”

“pleading guilty, and he asked permission to withdraw
hia plea, The term of court was about to close, and

Judgo Cadwatlader said the plea must stand unless

the government could gat ite witnexses back before

the following Wednesday, Some of the witnesses

were already as far away 14 Chicago, and the require.

ment of the court could therefore not be met,

Gopher Bit! stood up in tear and trembling to receive

his ecatence.

“Tho sentence of this court,” sald Judge Cadvwyalla-

der, Jn the squeaky yetce that all who knew him will

80 Well remember, “Is that, the defendant be imprls-

oned in the State Penitentiary for a period of elghteen
months." «

Tho unexpected lentency almost unnerved Gopher.

If be bad gone te trial be probably would have got
five years,

The old man, who was then sixty-five, scrved bis

time, came out, aud, great bank burglar that he bad

been in his prime, was the cheap handy man of eriml-

nals to tho end of his days, Moran also served hte

full senteuce. I found out afterward that he in-

tended to “put me out of business,” as he expressed

it, if I had kept the appointment to nicet him fa the

back room of hla saloon that Sunday morning. We

told a number of bis gang tbat such waa hla inten.
tion, It was never my purpose to meet hin, but if f

tind I presume that somebody who wae ostensibly a

drunken loafer would have tried to give me a black

eye, Moran would havo kicked ue out of the place—
acting omy friend—after

which Moran aod all bis friends would bave gloated
over my discomfituie,

(THE NEXT sTony Ww THIS SKIES WILL “are
PEAR NIT SUNDAY.)


