CAMIDEN MYSTERY
~ MORE IVOLVED

Bones Found in the House
in Which Mrs, Lillian
Chambers Died

AUTHORITIES ~ AROUSED

Wilkins, the Voedoo Doctor,
Under Arrest, and Investi-
gation Being Made

CARSON'S * LAST WORK

The Murdered Prosecuting Attomey
Visited the House Just Before
Leaving Camden

The investigation following the death.
of Mrs. Lillian Chambers, of 706 North
Eleventh street, Philadelphia, at tbe
house of William H. Wilkins, colored
fortue teller, planet reader, voodoo doc-
tor and astrologist, at 825 Locust street,
Camden, on Fridey afterncon, has re-
vealed what may be a clue to gne of the
most ghastly and Lorrible erimes known.
Hidden within a concealed fireplace in the
zoom where the “voodoo” received his
dupes was found a great boiler filled with
what ‘Coroner and police think are hu-
man bones and flesh. Beneath it were
the embers of a fire, in which other bones
bad been placed. The stench when the
fireplace when opened was overpowering.

On Friday aitemuon the body of Mrs.
Chambers was found in the rocking chair
at Wilkins’ house. The woman had left
 her home in the early morning, and when
ber husband, Henry Chambers, returned
for his dioner he found his wife missing
and the bouse locked up. A Chinamaa,
who occupies the store portion of the
Chambers bouse, gave him the key, stat-
ing that Mrs. Chambers bad left early
in the morning, not stating where she
was going.

The Woman’s Death

Considerably worried, Chambers.atgdis
dinner and hurried back to, Baldwin's
TLocomotive Works, where he is employed
as a laborer. Ou his way, however, he
was met by his sister-in-law, Annie Stew-
art, and Wilkins, the fortune teller. Wil-
ki . in great escitement, told Chambers
that Mrs, Chambers had been taken ill
at bis house and that he must at once
go back with them. Chambers and the
others immediately hurried across to
Camden and {o the \Wilkins houte, on
Locust street. \‘nl)mu ¢nt¢red first, be-
ing closely followed by

In the parlor of the squalid frame
house in'a rocking chair sas-Mrs, Chum-

ers, her arms outctretehed: ‘but perfect]
motionleds. Chambers rushed to her und
threw his arms around htr The

lell forwar
“She’s cold. My God! th:y ve killkd
y “wifel” shricked Chambers. rush-
— ed into the street shouting “murder!”
Policeman Harry Frishy pushed the fran-
tic husband aside, and, laying his hand
on the motionless woman's heart, found
that she was dead. Hé¢ immediately
placed all in the house under arrest.
Chief of Police Foster, after notifying
Coroner Landes, began an investigation.
Wilkios !!ated that he had never seem
the Chambers woman until Friday, when
he met her on the street sick. ‘aking
her int> the house he learned her name
and address and had notified her people.
This was before 12 odotk. as_Offi
Frisby remembered seeing Bine and
the Stewart woman going toward the ferry
at 11.30. Coromer Landes, who arrived
shortly after four o'clock in the after-
noon, etated that the woman had then
been dead from four to six hours. _At the
autopsy performed on Saturday afternoon
by County Physician Jones it was found
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that death was due to a criminal- opera-
tion.
A Ghastly Find

The house was searched from top to
bottom. In the frout room where the
Ch1mberﬁ woman was found the police

a d.sair;eablg odor. _Apparently

Threre e ot to cause it, suddenly
Captain Honley and Sergeant Hyde pack.
ed aside the stove that stood,on one side
of the room and exposed a fireplace, sealed
with a strip of zinc. The zine was torn
aside. An odor which almost overpower-
ed those present issued from this aper-
ture. Within on two bars of iron was a
areat washboiler. In it, almost flling it
to the top, was a mass of bones and fiesh.
Beneath it were the embers of a  fire,
among the aches of which were a number
of small charred bones. Coroner Landes
ordered the contents of the boller to be
taken to the vard and emptied of t|
Yiquid, which wwas over themn and whick
seemed to be some pickling fluid. As they
were placed in another receptacle he was
struck by their resemblance to human
bones. He immediately ordered them fale
en to the Morgue. Yesterday Captain
Stanley, Serzeant Hyde and the Coroner
all reiterated their impression that the
bones were those of human beings.

Wilkine was questioned as to their na-
ture. He said that it was an opossum
that he had been cooking, And that was
all he would say. His daughter, Louisa,
was then question e denied all
knowledze of anv bones being m  the
ouse, Ther had never had any opossum
to moL she ‘told Chief of Pohce Foster.

Carson’s Last Act

Strangelyr  emough the mrﬁur(atmn
which resulted m the shu!l n was
rted by Assi Carson
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efore he left to fake part in the reception
to General Sewell. An Inquirer reporter
Toticing him leaving the room frequently,
in which the body of Mrs. Chambers was
found asked him what his reason was for
sc doing? He replied, “There is such a
peculiar smel! that I (':umot. stay in that
room any length of tim
o vau think it comes from the bod
of Lillian Chambers?” acked the repurz-
er. “I do not and I have given strict or-
Gers to have the house thoroughly search-
‘d hy u.c puhce, and T expect they will
i of a murder,” was his Teply.
]Kefon. lcn\mz hie left his address at el
mar with Chief Foster, with instructions
10 notify him at once if a find was made.
Chief Foster heard of Mr. Carson's death
\sromy after the discovery of the remains
in the washt
roner Landes when ecen yeeterday|
expressed his intention of securing the ser-
vices of Dr. Deever, the celebrated anato-
mict of the University of Pennsylvania, to
examiue the bon

T do ot wish. fo_trust to my own
hmpn&sﬂon, he said, “and will have Dr.
TDeever 2nd probably another expart ex-
‘amine the bones The odor from them was
simply indescribable. They had pmhab!y

en hidden in the fireplace for weeks.”
“Both Captain Stanicy and Sergeant
‘][)‘de also spoke of their impression that

bones were of human beings, but had
becn instructed to say nothing until af-
ter the examination

Numbers of letters and photographs of
women were found by the police. The,
contents of the letters they Tefuse to re
veal until the inquest. Some of them, it
was learned, however, were requests for
epells to take away tmublc. to bring back
lovers or to put charms on others, A
etter, which was found by an Inquirer
reporter in the squalid parior where the
woman died, and the ghastly find was
made, was from a Philadelphia woman,
praying the “Dear doctor” to assist her
Jawyer by his charms in making her hus.
bhand support her. There were others of
like character. Just as soon a5 the bones
found are in_condltion for_ examination,
a rigid one will be made. It was in this
same house that some time ago were
found a number of baby’s bones.

When questioned Chambers denied to
the police that he had ever known his
wife to visit Camden, but the Stewart
woman told them that Mrs. Chambers
had made frequent trivs across thz river.
The Wilkins house is closed and under
the survelllance of the police.




