STORY THAT IS
STRANGE AND SAD

Experience of a Young Girl
Whose Actions Puzzle the
Police Officials

FOUND OVER IN CAMDEN

Her First Statement That She
Was Abducted and Poisoned
Admitted to Be False

An 18yearold girl, with a wonderful
faculty for inventing weird tales of abdue-
tion by black-bearded men, kept the po-
lice of Philadelphia and Camden guessing
for nearly the whole day yesterday. |

The girl’s name is Virginiz May Weller. i
In addition to being young she is pretty |
and attractive. Her home is with her
foster-parents, who are alsa named Wel-
ler, at 956 North Forty-fiith street. Sun-
day afternoon Miss Weller left the house
to go to Sunday school at the Centenary

ethodist Episcopal Church, on  North
Forty-first street. Mrs. Robert ler,
ker foster-mother, and the latter's sister
bad started for the zame place a few
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S s\ WeLLer
THE DISCOVERY OF MISS WELLER :
minutes before This was about 2 o'clock.
\Eiss Weller did not, get to the Sunday

school. Neither did she return home. In
fact,] the next ber parents saw of her she
3 Iyin;

was Iying on a cot in the Cooper Hospital,
Camdent “That “wan about & giclodk yer.
terda i 10 and 11

ﬂmomm:. Between
o’clock the night before the girl had been
discovered in a semi-unconscions condition
m the steps in front of the residence
of William .Johnson, 530 North Eighth
street, Camden. It was Mr. Johnson who !
found her there. Induced by the unusual|
warmth of the night t6 go to his front
door for a breath of fresh air, his eyes
rested upon the prostrate form. To noti-
fy the police authorities and summon an

utes. A ittle fater the hospital physicians
were at work in an endeavor to nstom‘
Miss Weller to consciousness. |
A STRANGE NOTE. !

When the girl had partially reived an|
attempt was made to learn her identity.,
To all the questions put to her, howevir,
she replied in_an uninteliizible manner. |
Some unlooked-for and decidedly sensa-
tional information was gleaned though,
from a note 1hat was found pinned to the!
iwaist of lier stylishly ioade dress. The!
inote read as follows: _ i
"“Hal ha! my besutiful Hyacinth, I have
'at Jast been avengel. You no more will!
!cast your eyes in dixgust at me and turn
your head in scorn. You, who were so fov-
ing, kind, and forgiving, are far too zood {0
live, and at last I have put an end to your
miserable life. On the 11th of December
1 ruined her fair name and character which
she thought so much of. She still would
thave a child if she had lived. Take her to
ithe almshouse, for she has no father nor
{mother, but T hardly think she will re-

cover.

‘After working perhaps an hour the ply-
sicians succeeded in getting the girl in &
condition to give her name a s
Then Lieutenant Pettit, of the Camden

lice, burriedly notified the authorities

ere. A telephone message was fent to
the Thirty-nicth and Lancaster avenue
Police Stations and an officer was dis-

tched from there to the Lome of the
Wellers,

Mr, and Mrs, Weller reached Cooner
Hospital at 6 o'clock yesterday morning,
.To them Miss Weller said that instead of
going to Sunday school. as she at fint in-
tended when ehe left the house Sunday
afternoon, she had gone ta pay a visit to a
daughter of Police Sergeant Gibson, of the
Trenty-first District, who lives at 1302
South  Fifticth street. .After epending
several hours there she started for home,
walking down Woodland avenue.

GIRL’S OWXN STORY.

“t Fortieth street and Woodland ave-
nue,” she said, “I was suddenly seized
by 1w men and thrown icto a carriage.
One of the men forced something ont of
a small bottle down my throat, and after
that I Enew nothing until I awoke here

in the hospi

over to Philadelphia later in the day and
held a consulthtion with Superintendent
Linden and Captain of Detectives Miller.
As a result Detectives Geyer and Hamm
were detailed on the case. Several bours
of hard work on their part, however,
failed to bring forth any traces of the
black-whiskered .abductors. And foff a
very good reason. re weren't anv to
bring forth; nor bad there been any.
This Miss Weller admitted late yester-

y afternoon to the delphia” detec-
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STRANGE STORY
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tives Captain 3filler last night gave ont
th following Statemen
“The nia Weller, who

iss V.
disappeared from ber home last_ Sundar,
2fternoon, is a sad one. Miss Weller ac
Enowledges that the story of her being
kidnapped is u.ntrue. and in addition she
admits having herself written the note
found »u\ned to ber clothing.”

The girl's foster parents had not heard
of this admission when a reporter for|
The Inquirer saw them last evening, They
were deeply puzzled over their daughter’s
experience. Both Mr. and Mrs. Weller
had seen the note when the)' we.re at the
hospital. When asked by

d

and that it was unpossxble for her to have
wntten the note.

HER HABITS GOOD.

Miss Weller, they said, had lived with
them for mearly fifteen years, or ever
since the death of her parents in Burling-
ton, N. J. She had aln&'sbeenufan—
tmn%dlsposltmn and bad never reeeived
any he slightest attentions from

night with the exception of a penod of
two weeka during the last Christmas holi-
days, when che was a clerk in a store, It
was there that she formed the acquaint-
ance of Sergeant Gibson's danghter.

It was md last night that the girl had
invented the poison part of her story, as
she had lhe a uetion

nstion,
the delecln'es )I:ss “dler dechnd that
she walked a part of the way to Camden

finished the trip to the ferry in a.

t lley car. After geiting over to the!
\(w Jersey side it 1s probable l‘mt she

lered around in an aimless way

sbe unl on the doorstep of the Johnsnn :

i¥hile calling at the house of Sergeant |
Ghon Sunday aftermoon_ Miss Weller].
made 3 number of inquiries concerning :
en of the Sergeant’s, daughter. The
latter, never having visited that city with
the exception of once, and then for a fex
bours only, could tell her bat little.
tat do you want to know for?” ehe
asked Miss W i
“Oh, nothing in_particular,” was ibe
evasive answer, “1 )u.st thou,,hl you knew {!
all about' the

Weller's manner during the past two or
three v\tzh was a more than ordinarily
cheerfal

“W )'." sald Mrs. Weller last night,
“When we Jeft homre Sunday afternoon
she \ru ,Singing as happy-like as ¥ ever

\pecul Policeman Harbridge, of the
Lancaster Avenue Station, 5- tated
evening that the girl on a previons o«-a—
sion took a dose of hudllmm :.nd was
treated at the Presbst Both
the specials of the Qxxl«nth dmm: were
basy all day on the case, and e

make a statement to Czpmn )! ler f.o-
day.




