
STORY THAT [8

STRANGE AND SAD

Experience ree of a Young Girl
Whose Actions Puzzle the

Police Officials

FOUND OVER IN CAMDEN

Her First Statement That She

Was Abducted and Poisoned

Admitted to Be False

An iSyear-old girl, with a wonderful

faculty for inventing weird tales of abduc-

tion by black-bearded men, kept the po-

lice of Philadelphia and Camden guessing

for nearly the whole day yesterday. |

The girl’s name is Virginia May Weller.
In addition to being young she is pretty.
and attractive. Her home is with her

foster-parents, who are also named Wel-
ler, at 956 North Forty-fiith street. Sun-
day afternoon Miss Weller left the house
to go to Sunday school at the Centenary

ethodist Episcopal Church, on North
Forty-first street. Mrs. Robert Weller,
her foster-mother, and the latter's sister
had started for the same place a few

THE DISCOVERY OF MISS WELLER

minutes before _ This was about 2 o'clock.
Miss Weller did not get ta the Sunday

school. Neither did she return home. In

fact, the next her parents saw of her she
was ] ing on a cot in the Cooper Hospital,
Camden. That was abont 6 o'clock yes-
tielock mornin: Between 10 and 12

the Right before the girl had been
condition

on the steps in front of the residence |
of William Johnson, 530 North Eighth!
street, Camden. It was Mr. Johnson who

utes. A little later the hospital physicians
work in an endeavor to restore

Miss W eller to consciousness.
A STRANGE NOTE.

When the girl had partially revived an|
attempt was made to learn frer identity. ,
To all the questions put to her, howevcr, |
she replied in an uninteliizible manner.
Some unlooked-for and decided! dy sensa-
tional information was gleaned though,
from a note ihat was found pinned to the!
waist of her atslishly tnade dress. The!
inote read § follow:

“Ha! at my beautiful Hyacinth, I have
‘at last oom avenged. You no more will,

the Thowbht £0 inch apd She still would
have a child if she had lived. Take her to
the almshouse, for she has no father nor
mother, but I hardly think she will re
cover.”

After working perhaps an hour the phy-
sicians suceeded i in getting the girl In 3
condition to give her name an
Then Lieutenant Pettit, of the Camden
dlice, hurriedly notified the authorities

A telephone message was cent to

cer

Patched from there to the home of the
Mr, and Mrs, Weller reached Cooper

Hospital at 6 oclock yesterday morning.

-To them Miss Weller said that instead of

walking down ¥ Woodkend avenue.
, GIRL’S OWN STORY.

“At Fortieth street and Woodland | are
nue,” she said, “I was suddenly seized

in the hosp ital”This was Pat the iat ‘5 parents or the po-
Hee could get her to say about her abdue-
tion. She was also unable to give any
further description of the men she
seized her, other than that ther both had
black bea: rds. Lieutenant Pettit came
over to Philadelphia later in the day and
held a consultation with Superintendent
Linden and Captain of Detectives Miller.
As a result Detectives Geyer and Hamm
were detailed on the case. “Several hours
of bard work on their part, however,

ailed to bring forth any traces of the
black: whiskered . -abdactore. And for a

good reason. There weren’t anv to
bring for Forth; net nerbad there been 20 oe
This Miss Welier admitted Ja

afternoon to the Philadelphia detec
CONTINUED ON, PAGE FOUR



STRANGE STORY
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ves. Captain Miller last night gave outte following statement:

knowledges. t the story of izidinapped is untrue, and in addition she
admits having herself wri tten, the notefound pinned 4 to her clothing.” .

experience Both Mr. and tins W eller
had seen the note when ther were at the
hospital. When asked by the reporter ifthe handwriting was anything’ ike Miss
Weller’s they declared that it was not,
and that it was s impossible for her to have
written the note.

HER HABITS GOOD.
Miss Weller, they said, had lived with

them for nearly fift fifteen years, or ever

wande: side in an ae less Way. untilshe | sank on om the doorstep of the "Johnson :
Thile calling at the house of. Sergeant]:chat Sunday aferpecn Miss Wi eller .

le a number of inquiries concerning :
Camden of the Sergeant's ‘daughter. The
latter, never having visited that city with
the exception of once, and then for a few
hours only, could tell her bat little. :

t do roe want to know for?” she
asked Miss V
“Oh, nothing in in particu wasevasive answer, “I just thought you nite

all about the place.” dThe eins object in going to Camden is]:
a mystery, unless she had some secret trou

foster-parents only by flight. This thelatter think improbable, heveever, as Miss
Weller’s manner during the past two or
three weeks was a more than ordinarilf
cheerfa! 1
“Why.” said Mrs, Weller last nigtt,

“When we Jeft home Sunday afternoon
she pete singing as happy-like as I ever
saw

Special Policeman Harbridge, of the
Lancaster Avenue Station, stated last

sion a dose
treated at the Preshrterian Hospital. Both
the specials of the Sixteenth-district were
basy all day on the case, and e: to
make a statement to Captain i ler to-

ay.
|


