FOUR.KILLED WHEN
FIREWORKS BLEW UP

FACTORY ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF CAMDEN WRECKED BY AN EX-
PLOSION OF MYSTERIOUS ORIGIN---TEN RECEIVED INJUR-
7 - _
IES---OFFICERS OF THE COMRANY PLACED UNDER ARREST

’ MAIN BUILDING WRECKED BY THE EXPLOSION

With a roar and concussion that shook
'buildings and ehattered windows for miles
around an explomon occarred at the In-
Uependent Fireworks Company, Ferry and
Cooper avenues, Camden, yesterday morn-
ing about hali-past 6 o’clock. Three Italians
were blown to fragments, another died in
the Cooper Hospital late last night and
nine persons were more or less senously in-
jured.
The Dead Ar
SINEONE TIERANTOZODI, xgﬂl 17 years, of
irision sireet, Cam
LEONARDO DINTO, sged 5. yem, Tenth and
rry aremue: ex;ert workm:
LNENOWN AN, probivly Joseph Lo-
. of Phiiadelphia
oxENOwS TTatt
Ten Were Injured

injured are:
MICH'ALL ECALONA, aged 52 sears, of 109
Poswelton avenue, 'ynoe, foreman of
the factory. mlu:h-d thigh.  Condition

seriou

AAXYAH PARKER, -pd 16 vears, 203 Had-
venue, Stopetows, cut and
concusion of the braln; Cocper Hoepital.
STELLA LEWIS, sged 18 Jesrs, 203 Haddon
avenue, Stonetown, eut ace, head,
by Sring glase: Cooper

Hoepital
MARY ag~d 14 yeam, 1807 Soath
latersted face and chin and
bock; Cooper Hospital
JULI0s. ENGLY,

sged 33 years, 1807 South

enlh !lYRl. l'n(. bmhed and sufferinz
eboe! a1,

P?TLR I\EAR\E\'. :lkd 15 years, of 633

‘erry avenue, coutusion of back, head azd
Ure taken home.

JEROSA MONGELLO. aged 41 years, of 248

mvs.mn etreet, burmed about legs; Cooper

tal.
m\\' iNiGRo. aged 17 years. 637
axenue, right band torm and leg 1njm'ed.
orpit]

TNENOWN A0UNG MAN, cat avout Banas

Placed Under Arrest
Prosecutor Lloyd tock charge of the case
and County Detectives Smith and Cherry
are at work in an effort to learn just
what caused the explosion. While the
management of the concern declares there
was no powder, dynmamite or mitro-gly-
cerme i the buildings, neither Prosecu-
tor Lloyd nor Coroner Lutchfield is eatis-
nPd and a most ngd mvestization will be

Comnrr Litchfield will acnounce his
ry to-day and a date on wich an 1im-

Quest will be

Chief_of Pol)m “Foster, on_information
recerved, made complamnt against Herbert
Weser, Preqdem R Teller, secretary;
A. Walter Geller, treasurer, and Joseph
Scanola, superintendent of the company,
charg'mzk em with mans] nghm-. \ eser
and Scanola were arrested ane
$1500 burl each. The Gellers had not heen
arrested up to a late hdur last nj

Jrrm JMongella and Jean \ 10la, work-

men, were also arrested by order of Coro-
ner ‘Litchfield. They were held m ther
©OWR recognizance as witnesses.

the sight was appalling. The body of one
Gf the vietims was found a hundred yards

m the scene of the explosion. Every
thread of clothing had been torn from
the y. Morgue Keeper ’Brien re-
mm‘td the remains to the morgue.

A few minutes after the explosion the
police were notified by Charles Dubell. A
Pauad of officers under Captam Starle
and Sergeant Hyde were at once sent to
the scene to keep the crowd away.

e force of the explosion was termific.
The brick butlding occupied by the com-
pany, 30 by 40 feet, was twisted so bndly
that 1t wll have fo be torn down.
frame structure, known as the ]abelmg
building, was shattered as though eplin-
tered with a;

)Iany of the pxckmg boxes were broken
by the concussion and the splintered wood :
waa hurled hundreds of feet. |

Windows Broken

Probably there is not a house in Wood

smne_but what guffered by broken win-

dowe. 'I\rent)-one windows were wrecked
al the home uf .Rockhill, 108 Wood
Lynne_avenns houses occupred by
J. A D)eberk 118 Wood L‘nne avenue;
Eberhardt  Renmng, 108 Lyrne
avenue; Wilson Cunmngham, 110 Wood
Lynee avenue, and R A. Raphal Cooper
avenue, were thahen to violently that in
some 1nstances not only the windows but
the sashes as well were knocked out.

Jerosa Mongello probably had one of
the nnmweq exta x: from death. He
was_worl he place_when he
suddenly felt hxmee}f lmrled hl"h in the
air.  He alighted 1 a recentlv plowed
field, toinus some clothing and suﬁermg
from burned legs. He was badly shocke
but will recover. He was near the three
other Itahans who were blown to pieces.

iss Parker wae just entering the label-
ng house when she was hurled with ter-
nne foree a dozen feet away When
found, ehe was sitting on the ground with
a large wooden box restmg on her head
She was delinous from t and eevere
injuries when discovers

Harled Through Doorway,

‘ony Dimgro eaid he was worling and
all he‘imew there was a big noise. *“Then d
sau

l Was huﬂed thmugh a doorway,”
I don’t know how 1 got home, I
was s0 m.red |
Peter Kearney said he had just gone|
into the powder house tq get Teads” for
work when the explosion occurre He
was thrown into the street.

According to these men both dynam:te
and powder were used by the concern,
Kearney declang he was employed to

the explosive to the musing plant.
ad the explosion occured a few min-
utes later the lass of hfe would have
been much greater. Just as the catastro-
occurred a trolley car loaded with
emale employes was within a block of

the place. Inside o minutes they
would have been Wurkmg in the labelm

?,nd §lomge rooms, which were shattere

Cause of a Mystery
There is considerzble mystery as to the
cause of the explosion. Accordmg to
Joseph Scanola, superintendent, neither
dynamite, mtro glycerine nor powder were
uted by them in_the manufacture of fire-
works. He said his father, Michael
Scanola, was taking chlonde of potash
from a keg 1n a tin scoop when the ex-
ploslon occurred. _Acco hng to Scanola
some unknown substance, pro}
\pbur,‘mun have been on the scoop which,
coming 1n mntan:t wnh the potash, result:
ed in the, explos
The fireworks Dhnt is located in the
extreme scutheast en just across
Fer avenue from. \Vood Lynne.
?ents of the latter plsce ‘were about
mmng down to breakfast \\' en they were
suddenly almost stunned by a deafeming
report. About the same tlme car No.
1 .') of the Camdm and Quhurbnn Rail-
y Cor paseing, i charge of
"\(ﬂ(uman \\'x]lnm \Inrzm and Conductor
Walter Ferguson. with the pas-
sengers, ‘were badly ahaken. Martin and
n, with Woo e remdents,
a(: once went to the eccue of destruction.
‘hen the rescuers had reached the spot

B
&

3

Applied for Work

‘The Engle children had applied for
work a few minutes before the explosion.
Julius, who had secured a position, tas
ahout to start in when he was blinded
by a flash and hurled 1 the air many feet
way. 1s smster was knoched down
by tc{\aexconcmsmn. Both were Jater picked

®

In a statement made by Joseph Scanola

aid:

“Fsther (\Iu:hul Scanola) told me that

was to £coop out a tin full
nf clﬂnnde oi potash from a keg when
the explosion oceurre that is so

e potash could not have been pure 2s
1t would have been impossible for such
a thing to have happened. That is all
T Xnow sbout it and{all I can tell”

The office of the pany 16 at 530
Walnut street, thie aity. The plant has
been "located at the present site about
eighteen months, Pror to that time it
was at Vineland. Owing to the approach.
g Fourth of July the ‘ixace was working
overtime, from 6 o'clock i the morning
to 7 o'elock at night. There were thirty.
five employes, mostly girls.




