(HIFE THRUSTS [N
THO LOVING HEARTS

Jealous Hushand Kills Wife
and Child and Then Cuts
His Throat

ANOTHER CHILD ESCAPED

~Yoliceman's Desperate Struggle
With the Murderer, Who
Still Lives

STABBED WHILE ASLEEP

Wife Fled, But Fell Dead With Mur.
dered Child in Her Arms—Neigh-
bors’ Timely Aid

There was 2 triple tragedy in Camden
yesterday that in some respects was more
horrible than the ZaneShaw murders of
# year and a half ago. In 2 twostory
frame dwelling at 026 Jefferson avenue,
early yesterday morning, Edward Os-
wald, 30 years old, fatally stabbed his
wife and 6-year-old daughter, Gussie, and
then cut hls own throat. Another daugh-'
ter, Edna, aged 9 years, was saved from
a like fate by a neigbbor. The murderer
is in Cooper Hospital and will probably
recover {o answer in court for his crime.
The details of the trageds are blood curd-
Ting. It.was nearly 3 o’clock yesterday
morning when John Williams, a young
colored, man, living at $60 Jefferson ave-
nue, adjoining the Oswald home, was
aroused by hearing a woman shouting,
“Help! JMurder!” Williams looked out
and saw Mrs. Oswald leaning from a
second atory window: Blood was stream-
ing from a wound in her breast, While
she was leaning out crying for help Will-
jams raw her husband bend over her and
plurge o knife into her neck.

Ouly stopping long enough to slip on a
pair of trousers Williams rushed to the
rescuc of the helpless woman. He burst
open the front door of the Oswald house
in time to save Edna, the 9.year-old
daughter, who was fleeing along the hall-
way with her father in close pursuit.
An ugly-looking knife with the life blopd
of his wife and other daughter dripplag
from the soint, was ‘clutched in Oswald’s
*ight hand. A .
“Oh, save me!” ‘appealed the child as
she rushed into Williams’ arms. “Papa
hag killed mamma and Gussie,” she cried.

e murderer reached out his blood-
otained hand and clutched the ehild's
dress, but Williams clasped the little one

in his arms_srAl“ran’ with her to*Ninth
sirect aud Fecky avenne, where heifpund
Policeman Batien. He {old the __’o&;o;(
et bad hepened and together-tliéy bee:

_bacle 14 -ihou: B ag
while~the hid " was “taken eare-of Dy
K Ghastly Sight

neighbors,

A ghasily sight met their eyes when
ihe‘):erdmched ihe-hz::e__ Mrs, Oswa‘lld had
pickéd.up her Uaughter, Gussie, xnd stag-
Pl fond 35 Sypdhter, Gu the Hittle girl
in her arms.. As she .came out of the
front door hér sister-in-law, Mre. Isabel-
la Rosevelt. of 2006 South Tenth street,
arrived on the scene, 3Mrs, Oswald, with
blood fnshing from 'several wonnds, fell
into Mrs. Rovevelt’s arms. iler clothing
and ber child’s night dress were soaked
with blood. The fittle one had already
expired and the mother fell with the
lifelees body in hier arms and died.

Mrs. Rosevelt was bending over the
hodies on the front step as Williams and
Officer Batten arrived. She accompan-
jed the two men in a search for Oswald.
After looking through the lower part of
the house the trio_praceeded upstairs.

derous attack on his wife, he was found
in_hidiog. Mrs. Rosevelt first saw him,
with ‘the bloody carving knife clutched in
his hand. A -gash across his throat ex-
tending almost from ear to ear showed
;};nt he had attempted to end his own
ife.

Struggle With the Marderer

Uswald vas palled from beneath the
bed and taken down stairs. lle offered
%0 resistance until he reached the firet
floor and learned that both his wife and
daughter were dead. Then he turned
an Policeman Batten and fought like a
tiger. Although weak from loss of bicod,

e scemed possessed of superhuman
strength, Grasping a heavy oak chair he
ewung it high in the air to bring it
down upon the officer's head. Mrs. Roue-
velt gave Oswald a shove agatnst a win-
dow that sent the glass erashing into the
street and cnused him to drop the chair.
Policeman Batten etruck the murderer
on the head with his baton and then
threw him to the floor.

With the assistance of several of the
neighbors the officer succeeded in_keep-
ing Oswald down until the arrival of a

atrol wagon. The prisoner struggled
despetately and fore the carpet from the
floor with his teeth. The fioor and walls
of the room ‘were spaltered with blood
from the wound in hie throat while he
was_fighting, his_caplors.

When Police Caplain Stanley, who-had
been notified of the tragedy, reached the
scene he ofdered the bodies of the vie
tims removed fo the home of Mrs. Os-
wald's brofher, Charles Rosevelt, at 2006
South Tenth gtreet. Coroper Bushey was
summoned.

Mie. Oswald war a vety pretty woman
apnd jealousy is said to have prompted her
husband to kill her. Oswald was an em-
plore of the S. S. White Dental Com-
pany, of Philadelphia, and/on Friday last
was laid off from work./ Since then he
has been morose and hhd several quar-
rels with his wife. H¢ had his children
out_picking fowers veSterday and it was|
noticed, that he actdd strangely. It is'
thought that he planned the murder of
the entire family af that time and wait-
ed for them to get to sleep to carry his
fiendish purpose into execution.

Stabbed While She Slept

AH the family slept in the eecond story
front room. Oswald .and his wife oceu-;
pied one bed and their_two little girla
slept in_an_adjoining . About 3
o'clock Oswald arose stealthily and eat-|
isfsing himself that all were asleep, he'
armed himsof with & long domble niged
Laife which he had made for his murder-
ous {urpose:' Without a word of warn-
iog he plunged the knife deep into his
wile'n left breast, cutting into her heart.

ald withdrew the keen-edged knife
rand nest thrust it into the breast of his
youngest daughter, Gussie. The blow
‘was fatal, as the knife entered ber heart.
She_expired almost instantlr.

Little Edna, who lay beside her sister,
was aroused by the struggles of her moth.
er and saw the death blow dealt to her
sister. She quickly realized that she
would probably be the pext victim and
had suificient presence, of mind to t
and escape. Her father had raised the
Jpife gopping with ‘the blood of two
innocent victims abgve her ready for the
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fatal plunge when she slipped out of bed
on the floor. Crawling on her hands and
knees béneath both beds she ‘managed to
reach the stairway. Determined to com-
plete his horrible crime the father pur-
sued her with relentless fate.

. With a_mother's love supplanting the
instinct of seli-preservation, Are. Oswald
went to the rescue of Edna. She grap-
pled with her husband and in the strug-

ance. From the wound in her breast the
life blood gushed down the side of the
bouse and formed a pcol on the sandy
idewalk beneath the window. Just as her
cries had attracted the attention of John
Williams, the next door mneighbor, Os-
wald came up behind her and plunged the
knife into_her neck. Ile then continued
the pursuit of his daugkter, Edns, and
had almost reached her when Williams
burst open the door and came to the
rescue.

Mes. O<wald, with the dead child in her
arms, staggered from the house while
her husband was chasing Williams down
the street with Edba in his arme. The
murderer then returned and attempted
to end his own life by cutting his throat.

Edna' Narrow Escape

That Edna had a miraculous escape
there is no doubt. On her right arm|
near_the elbow is the full print of a;
bloody hand where her frenzied father|
clutched her as she was slipping from |
the bed to the floor. She managed to free|

is grasp, however, before he could
plunge the knife into Ler. .

The knife with which the double mur-
der was committed was made by Oswald
himself at the dental establishment where
he worked. It looks not unlike a_butcher
knife, but i much thicker and is sharp-
ened on both edges hike a dagger. The
blade is about six inches long and an

e kaife is now 1n posses-
sion_of Chief of Police Foster.

When Oswald was taken to Cooper
Hospital he fought desperately to prevent
the ‘surgeons from dressing his injuries.
1t required four attendants to hold him
uhile Dr. Weeks sewed the gash in his
throat. Watching his_opportunity after
being taken to a ward he tried to open
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up the wound and succeeded in remov-

ing several of the stitches with his fin-
gere. A policeman was then stationed

nt bis bedside to keep close watch on

The bed chamber. in which the double
murder was committed presents a_hor-
rible sight. It is a cozy room and_the
many little ornaments shaw that Mrs.
Oswald was a tidy hmlsewue and tooL
much Interest in h hey
now bespattered with ihe hhand oi hm&!i
and_child, which also saturated ed
clothing. A trail of blood ulmv;s Mrs.
Oswald’s progress dawn the stairs to the
front of the house.

A Morhid Crowa

Crowds of morbidly curious people gath-
ered about the house all day and esam-
ined the blood stama on the front step
and sidewalk. The Oswald family had
only lived in the house 2 few weeks, but
they were well-known He_neighbor-
hood, as they had reslded on Ftrry ave-
nue for two years. They appeared to get
along well mg‘e!her \mtll Oswald got out
of work last

County m,,swm Jones_and Coroner
Dushey held an autopsy on the vietims
and found that the knife had penetrated
the hearts of both Mrs. Oswald and her
daughter.

The doctors at Cooper Hospital say Os-
wald will recover unless pneumonia or
blood poisoning sets in. Edna, the child
that escaped, is bﬂng cared for by Mrs.
Rosevelt.




