
Galasso, as the second man in pur-
sail, exited an adjoining window

head first in simils ing

onto a portable ladder while burning
from head to toe

F.. Fighter George Jackson, a
e1 eat strength, was

the hall and he met the

head on Jackson bore the ful

of the rolling fire ax he cor

tinued to move in the direction of

him to continue Hi

floor just several feet from the win-

dow

Engine Company ponding

second due on the box, made their

normal s1x-minute run from qt a

the scene in just 01

y caught

dEan

xine 10 while aretching the second
ine to the fire ‘The rescue company

also moving on the box. responded

from. their uptown station and ai

ved seconds behind the second due

engine

cue 1, under the command

of Captain aaliany Dowidowicz.

urd line to cover the

fire on the secor

to the fire to replace the fire sontrol

efforts of those units ed by

rescue operation Engine C ra 3

ported by EMS to the Cooper Hospi-

tal Trauma, Unit behind Captain

Young and Fire Fighter Galasso The

re ordeal had taken lew than ten

minutes

n Young w

mitted to the Trauma Unit in s¢

condition suffering from

smoke inhalation and f

ane degree burns, His condition

0 stable some thre da

severe

r relented fro

th hospital a week later and ree
turned to active fire duty one month

after the incident

Fire Fighter Daniel

immediately. transfern

Cooper Hospital Traum

C ester. Burn Unit by EMS

fering. from second

tand third dex gree but
Fi

went an arduous of

months in the burn unit recuperat-

ing from his serious injuries After

numerous operations and skin graft

surgery, he was finally discharged a

ing the window. Bayle found Jackson

on the floor inside the window where

hecollapsed, slumped among furni-
re He was critically burned about

iiefacena hands but was semi-eon-

scious. In heavy smoke, Fire Fighter

Boyle quic iy removed his mask and
ckson’s face to

with his brotherbreathe
until help arrived

Engine Company 7, under the com-

mand of Captain Robert Searduzio,

pushed into the building with their

line and knocked the fire down on
the first floor. They advanced up the

killing residual fire as the

hed Fire F

Boe an Jackson in seconds. In t
incctin Batallion Chief Seatkowsbt

special called an additional engine
Galasso

week before Christmas 1990, and

continues to receive daily physical

therapy on an ou ribasinavan

rea rehabilitation center

Fire Fighter George Jackson was

also immediate

the Cooper Hospital Traum

the Crozer-Chester Burn

medivae helicopter

extre Ske Le ay rep
tory inju ond and third de-

farce burns to 38 pereent of his body

Fre Fighter Jackson's con ndition was
that in the course of the

first six weeks following his ads

ston, the burn unit almost lost him

any different occasions. In the

course of his treatment for a variety

of injury. related problems. Fir

Fighter Jackson entered a coma

where he has remained for the past

two months. During the first week of

he burn unit staff re-January 199)

ported that Fire Fighter Jackson con-

tinued to show marked improvement

in his extremely long road to recov-

is infections have subsided, his
Sian grafts have proven successful,
and hisburn injuries continue to heal

well As of this writing (January 10,

91), he remains in a coma and his

condition continues to be listed as
serious but stabl

mE the aftermath of this tragedy,
the presiding fire administration 1

1e city of Camden organized the ser-

ices of a critical incident stress de-
briefing for all members who were

directly involved in the incident it-

self, followed by the participation of

1 other members who were indi-

rectly affected by the injury of their

brothers. The stress debriefing effort

was, in fact, the very first time in the

120-year history of the department

that such services were afforded to
the rank and file

The officeofthe Chief Fire Mar.

shal ¢l a the offical cause of

fir cooking
anpliance ‘The familiesof the wjured

ontinue to keep their pri-

vate wi of hope and prayer each
since the tragedy. The

Camden Fire Department continue

to mourn the injuries of its brothers

and the eity of Camden continues to

lead the state of New Jersey in the

per capita ineident of fire

fire


