
floor above the fire to vent and search

for occupants

all standards, 1t was a routine

h one room on the ground

floor of a row dwelling of ordinary

construction—a room and contents

fire requiring at most a deployment

of two hnes, What transpired in the

new few minutes following arrival

became a routine fire with extraordi-

nary circumstances.

As Ladder 2 forcible entry team

entered the first floor of the

building to start the primary search,

Engine 10's backup man (Fire Fighter

George Jackson! advised them that

the search of the first fl

ready complete and * ogative Young.

tion in water, the kitchen Mashed

rn explorve involvement Simul-

neously on the floor above, Captain

Young with Fire Fighters 0

Jackson. had just completed the

ch and were regrouping hoard
the top of the staircase when they
heard the urgent message from be-

low. Ax they hastened their descent

of the short staircase, they

n their tracke by a bare

ingg heat

n was

the stairs th

thc escindTear ap the roe eae

over with the pressure of burning

gas, the fire belched out of the

h a id the flue
adjoining building to evacuate that

roperty, while Fire Fighterdaioan
ascended the stairs t Cpt.
Young and Fire Fighter Galasso in

expediting the search of the second

floor.

nder ordinary circumstances,

the first 1%-inch attack hne, imi

in the kitchen area. The value of a

second available hoseline usually
stretched by the second due engine

would normally be taken to the floor

above as a routine precautionary

measure, most often during or after

the primary search. During the early

stages of this fire however, a num!

of critical events occurred that seri-

ously complicated what should have

been an otherwise routine operation.

gas-fed range top fire that rapidly

Communicated to kitchen cabinets
above the stove. The occupant

the building before the arrival of the

fire department. By the time Engine
10's nozzleman brought the line into

position at the entrance to the room,

the fire had extended beyond the
stove and cabinets above to involve

wall, ceiling and other contents. En-

gine 10’s attack team was not aware

that they fire con-

ae supported by a forced gas sup-

Ps the seconds ticked by the inital
stream was having small e
itn yolicnaefdevatiriag fuse Se

interim, Engine 10’s pump operator

was having difficulty with the close:

hydrant, only 150 feet away, that in-

volved a tightly frozen outlet cap

The dwelling was quite small. three

rooms on the ground floor and four

rooms including a bath above The

small interior floor space was the

reason that Engine 10's backup man

(Fire Fighter Jackson! was able to

‘way. Just moments

Je ran out of

nothing. be-

's search team and

the beast, except the short span of

the L-shaped stairs

In boarding the top of the stairs on

the second floor, Captain Young

the last man down.

'y smoke conditions

momentarily caused Galasso and

Jackson to lose direction of the starr-

way. Young pointed them to the top.

step landing and they started down,

Balas:
complete of the two

other first flocr rooms in those sec-

onds preceding Ladder 2's arrival

ire Fighter Jackson, a seasoned

veteran with 24 years on the job,

knew immediately in the first few

seconds after the nozzleman started
water on the fire that conditions were

not improving as they should. He

also knew that the second due engine
wasn't in yet and that an additional

line would not be available within

the next minute or two. With this

understanding, Jackson also realized

that an extra pair of hands during a

rimary search makes the operation

go a lot faster. What he or the other
search team members above the fire

did not know was that there was an
initial water supply problem out in

the street. The turn of events hap-

pump operator

radioed the officer at the nozzle to

back out due to an expected interrup-

2

finally Young. Fire Fiphtardackaoel
was the first to feel the breat

dragon He shouted in pain as the

other two members above him be-

came engulfed in waves of blistering
eat. A flashover of the second floor

feltimminent Captain Young, asthe

last man on the stairs, was the first

to reverse direction and retreat up-

ward. Fire Fighters Galasso and

Jackson rapidly turned to follow the
ascending stairway in pursuit of

Captain Young

T.. full brunt of the beast was
loose and the deadly flame, pi

by bhistering waves of heat, roared

up the open stairway to the top floor
landing. Captain Young ran while

shedding his SCBA, and instine-

tively cred head first ‘owail | the
first openi s inch,

space above a window rood
and through the narrow broken win=

dow pane to the outside. Fire Fighter


