
Three Camden Fire Fighte face the horre:

Flashover, from the inside out
By Capt. Joseph A. Marini

Camden Fire Department

he city of Camden, New Jer

s cipality of appr

tely 100,000 people locat

in the southern part of New Jers

across. the river from Philadelphia

ssic example of one of Amei

oldest w tha

its heyday in

World War II, its serious demise

a once prominent industrial center

occurred throughout the 1960s and

Ds when civil disorder and flight of

its middle class to suburbia brought

urban decay on a frightening scale

Once called the biggest little city in
America and noted for producing ev-

erything from battleships to fountain

amden was the founding home

ach resident industrial giants as

RCA, Campbell Soup, Esterbrook

Pen, and as many as six active ship-

building yards along with hundreds

of other industri

In recent years, the city has bee

on thebrink fa giadual nai
with increasing levels of new con-

Satlonand aisle aecno can

prior deterioration of its soul, While

a vast majority of Camden's populus

remain dependent upon a variety of

al services to exist, its firedepart

ment continues to lead the state of

New Jersey and most of the nation

initsper capita rate of fire incident

October 21, 1990 was a

ummer day

ne

app: .quipment from
what iproften the hectic. Satan

night before

The platoon working the night

had four working fire:

alarm, and numerous other services.

Sunday morning roll call was fol-

lowed by the customary maintenance

to apparatus and quarters, followed

n additional one-hour drill o

and iogine

1 Sunday was punctuated by the

expected nuisance of the occa

nd several outaide rub

es. With the meal out of the

way and the department's agenda of

duties eted for th th

city's fire control force settled into

what they hoped would be the bal

nce of a quiet day. A few minutes

past 1400 hours, such hopes were

dashed by the occurrence of a routine

structural fire that ered im tragedy

for three veteran ters and

D Arnold Street in the

Manor section of south

mden Engine Company 10 re

sponding first due from their quar

ters just three blocks away, was ax

signed for “a defective apphance’

and made their 90-second run dow n

Morgan Street to the fire. Upon

val ay the jorge’ Eugineddunierthe

command of Captain Richard Pros:

ser. reported medium smoke shown

from the rear of a two-story brick

cupied row dwelling. Captain Pros:

ser ordered the box transmitted and

J his company tostreteh i

inch line into the fire.

dder Company 2 and the Chief

d Battalion that also share

Engine 10, responded

‘on the box ved in a minute.

On errival, Battalion Chie Walt

Szatkowski_ observed smoke

on boule floors

signal

Sngine 10 had one in

on a fully

kitchen at first floor r

kowski ordered Ladder 2 to Is

the building. vent, and start a pri-

ary search of the property Captain

Wilham Young. commanding 1

‘ompany 2. directed his two-man

m tor

frontladder to the

building an

then evacuate the adjoining prop-

erty. Capt Pighter

Damel G:


