HOW THB Y. 1. . A
BRNRITS CAIDEY

GREAT INTEREST TAKEN IN AS-

SOCIATION WORK AND RESULTS
ARE MOST SATISFACTORY,

The Nevw Houve of Muncle Is One of

the Finext In the Eastern Sectlon
. of the Country—Its
Idiethods and Instractor.

able benefit of a Youn

.mcns Christian Association branch to
a-large city has never been maore forc-
demonstrated than in Camden,
where for thE past eighteen years an

ibly

A “GYM” WORTI PRAISING

Featuren,

castle, Pa, then to Allentown,
en to Norfolk, Va. where he was
stationed when hLe recelved hls ap-
physical at

g

Camden.

Through Mr. Villee athletics have
taken a healthy, vigorous turn, and
there is a live, wide-awake interest in
everytbing gymnastic in the Camden
Association.  The classes average
eighteen a week, while the usual at-
tendance by the senior members is
thirty and the junior members thirty-
five. The busiess men's class at 5.15

2 usual attendance of Bfteen.

“'llh this year came a new feature
in the association’s gymnastic work,
that of indoor comretitive athletic
sports. The third of the series took
place last evenlng, These meetings
are trials or [rehmlnarles to the final.
which is slated for A
Yho have qualified i fhote triats Mu
be lcapped according
abiiities for the finals, and the first
three competitors will receive gold,
silver and bronze medals respectively.

The class drill system Introduced by
Instructor Vilies 1o an excelient one,
a person having a knowledge of
gymnastic waork will readlly appre-
ciate its good points. First there
crmes the health dril, which includes

1105 Bo0d Work with the most satisfac-

litory results.

“work has

~until now the association is one of
most healthy, in a financial wa

tevery brangl
gymnasium, college,

by a large number of
besL keown citizens.

10 the association Is at ttmes remark-
.able and the churches assist greatly in
the work. by pulpit utterances

gationi. The . A. and the
churches work harmoniously together,
and by co-operation mutual benefit is

. ML

Drganlzatlon was
ate house, corner
™ and Cooper strects. Ostober 16,
it being the outgrowth of a
21 young people’s prayer meeting.
I=etings were. held for a short time in

rom the time of organization the
een constantly znlarglng,

L in
this section. Iits splendia facillties’ for
h of assoclation work, the
literary and re-
liglous departments make 1t exceed-
ingly popular and its work is support-
Camden’s

cnthnsiasm in matters relating

and
help by the members of the congre-

the free hand, arm, leg body
movement. Then the educative, which
means work on the various apparatus,
while the third, or recreative, covers

= | games of various sorts on the fioor of

ed.

A leaders class Is also a new feature
adopted by Mr. Vlllee. The men who
are included in this class are the best
athletes in the association, who le:
he different classes and assist the
cal instructor. They meet once
sveek, practicing advanced ~worl
and becoming better acquainted with
Mr. Villee's system of physical educa-
tion.

The junior membership is very large
and among the boys, all ¢f whom are
under 16 years of age, there are some
clever athletes. Alr. Villee also has
junior leaders, the boys doing the
best work being honored with the po-
sition: Junior department also
has a class of twelve club swingers,
in which Mr. Villee takes great pride.
He has them under his particular

the rear room of what was then the
Trinity Baptist Church, now known as
the Hatch Post Building. Later quar-
ters were secured at 418 Federal street,
where they wera located for more
than a year. a move was made
to Lincoln Hall Th[n] and Market,
the second and third stories of that
‘bullding being secured, wher
years they remained. Then the Third
ana Federal streets building was used
and from there the association moved
to its present quarters.

Since the assoclation moved from
1is old quarters at Third and Federai
streets, the membership has been al-
increased, pﬂnclpall)

gymnasiums in sectibn
of the country, being more complete
than the central assoclation of this
city and posscssing a fine swimming
tank, which the mother branch here
has not,
THE “GYM'S” GREAT ATTRACTION
Therc can be no doubt but that the
athletic work in the Y. M. C.A. is
its greatesp attraction. It draws young
men to the building, gets them inter-
ested in the wcrk and lays the imm-

2 for zen | bee:

CAMDEN Y. M. C. A. GYMNASIUM,

care, and without doubt they
clever lot of boys.

There are many other Interesting
features In the gymnastic work, and|
the two fine bowling alleys and shuf- |
fleboards should not be forgotten in
this brief review.

A feature in the winter’s work has‘

n the series of “Health and First!
Ald to the Tnjured” talks, These be:
gan in November and will continue
until April, the course being closed
by Dr. E. 3. Howard. The Saturday,
outings In summer will be continued
the coming season. These delightful
laffairs are under Mr. Villee's direction.
A crowd of probably twenty leaves

are s‘

Saturday morning,
they can in the trolleys, then Walkihg
to some pretty spot, where all sorts of
sports and games are indulge: in.
THE ASSOCIATION OFFICERS.
The officers of the association are
composed of Camden’s best-known
men, and there is not a better
known and more highly respected
citizen than Walter M. Patton, who is
now prEslde'\L For years he has been
an entl r and supporter

work

-3
a

dation for 1 ]
association” s nurpose. leading lhem in
the right path,

The Camden Assoclation has had
long and varied experience with gym-
nastics, and the additlon of this
great feature has more than I\ru\en n.s
value to the work. e first “gym”
in Camden was In the old hmldlng at

the southeast carner of Third and Mar-

ket streets. The space was vVery
small, the athletic work suffering
severely in the cramped quarters.
However, the work was carried on
there with great success for nearly
four years, when the building at the
southwest corner of Third and Federal
streets was erected and the two up-
per floors en: .

This change [\!n\ed to be successful.
A large gymnasium floor space was
with_ shower baths,
dressing rooms and other features
necessary for the carrying on of gym-
The great ﬂrawbac\n,

This prevented any development -f
fiying and traveling ring work, while
horizontal bar work was also handi-
capped to a certain extent. However,
for nearly six years the work pro-
‘gressea there in the most satisfactory
mznner, the classes being large and
interest at times very great.
THE PRESENT QUARTERS.

The bullding now in use at Broad-
way and Federal streets is the most
complete the Camden Association
ever had, and while the reading rooms,
“parlors and game rooms were not con-
fstructed especially for the work, yet
ithey are almost exactly the desired
,arrangement. Just above the house

space of ground nearly

‘hundred feet wide and very deep.
ithis space the “gym" was erected, and
8 beauty 1t is. 1t runs east and west,

,the front facing Federal street, and

couw t
‘peaked roof thirty- two feet high. The
‘running Lrnck overhead Is a goo fea-
sture in the " and it 1s, of course,
very ]argely patrnnized.

'r as been the means
'of di a.wing many men into the Asso-
selation work. It is 21x30_feet, with
cpth of water from four feet four
The stdes and bat-
tom are lned with white enameled
bricks, and has a capacity of 33,000
_galions of water.

(PHYSICAL INSTRUCTOR VILLEE.

The gymnastlc work is under ths
direction of A. G. Villee, who duringz
.hls two years’ connection with the
Camden Assoclation has advanced and
icreated great Interest In the work.
,Mr. Villee iIs a follower of the Chilcago
"Training Schoo! stem, having re-
.celved his gymnestic education there,
‘and naturally belleves in its teach-
23 years old, a natlve of

n
of the associatlon. The secretaryship is

in the hands of Harry Curtls, who has
now been with the Camden Associa-
Ition about two years. Mr. Curtis iz
I very popular with the members and
|has done much toward placing the
1‘ branch where it Is to-day-

The vice-president and treasurer i
| Willlam J. Coxey, who has been long
| lentified with the work. C. L. C
|1s recording secretary. The Bo
| Directors is_composed of Schuvler C.
Woodtull, Joseph E. Roberts, Wittiam
C. Lore, W. A. Da . Bech,

tel, Getvert  Landis, Judge Frank
Burdeall, Frank Sitley, Samuel D.
Goff Dr. E. M. Howard. The

trustees are Abraham Anderson Wil-
bur F. Ros arry Humphreys, Lu-
ther H. Kelh]m ‘W. J. Coxey, Carlton
AL wnhams. Joseph B. Van Sclver,
Joseph E. Robert and Thomas E. Gif-
fordr Frank Pierson is assistant sec-
retary. -




